October 4, 2013

The Honorable Orrin Hatch The Honorable Rob Bishop

United States Senate US House of Representatives

104 Hart Senate Office Building 123 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mike Lee The Honorable Chris Stewart
United States Senate US House of Representatives

316 Hart Senate Office Building 323 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Jason Chaffetz The Honorable Jim Matheson

US House of Representatives US House of Representatives

2464 Rayburn House Office Building 2211 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

RE: The Government Shutdown Harms Utah’s Thriving Outdoor Industry
Dear Sirs:

The Utah Outdoor Business Network (UOBN) is a group of Utah businesses that have a stake in public
lands management in Utah. The undersigned businesses depend on recreation assets located on public
lands, and we understand that multiple uses play a key role in a strong and diversified regional economy.

The recent government shutdown is having a significant negative affect on our businesses, as
cancellations pour in across the state. We urge you to pass a federal budget that reopens access to Utah’s
national parks, national forests, and Bureau of Land Management lands. These public land closures put
at risk Utah’s outdoor industry, which annually contributes $3.6 billion in wages and salaries and over
$856 million in state and local tax revenue.

The government shutdown has caused the following issues:

* National Park Service lands across Utah closed, including Zion, Arches, Canyonlands, Bryce
Canyon, Capitol Reef National Parks and several national monuments and national recreation areas
such as Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument. Zion National Park alone expects to turn
away 10,000 visitors daily during the closure, losing over $50,000 in revenue per day. Also, 4x4
tours are banned from Arches and Canyonlands National Parks, and rafting and boating trips halted
in Canyonlands National Park and Glen Canyon National Recreation Area.

* On Utah’s Bureau of Land Management lands, approximately 60 BLM recreation sites closed
including Little Sahara Recreation Area, and campgrounds in the Moab area, Westwater Canyon on
the Colorado River, Desolation Canyon on the Green River, and the San Juan River. The BLM Utah
has furloughed 744 of its 750 employees. Suspended activities and services include processing of oil
and gas drilling permits, and the processing of lease sales.



The US Forest Service closed developed campgrounds and picnic areas throughout the state. Some

roads may be gated off, and rented Forest Service facilities will be canceled. The Forest Service
websites and social media are inactive.

Negative affects from the government shutdown in Utah include:

Jobs - Up to 40,000 Utahns furloughed from their jobs, including civilian defense contractors,
military installations such as Hill Air Force Base, the Internal Revenue Service’s Ogden Service
Center, and the many employees with the National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, and
US Forest Service. Also, Utah state government will furlough approximately 215 employees who
oversee federal programs, including 192 in the Utah National Guard. 270 employees of county
health departments could be furloughed.

The economy of gateway communities - With October representing one of the year’s biggest
months for gateway communities in Utah, revenues generated at this time of year are critical for
maintaining year round operations. This will have lasting negative effects for business investment
well into 2014.

Tourists - Families with plans to travel to national parks and other public lands will find their
favorite trails, picnic areas, river put-ins, climbing areas, and campgrounds closed. Despite an
aggressive nationwide PR campaign that highlight Utah’s “five iconic national parks within easy
distance of one another equals one epic bucket list vacation,” local hotels and restaurants will be
empty, shops and guide services will lie dormant, and millions of dollars that communities need will
be lost.

The Utah Outdoor Business Network urges you to find a way to pass a federal budget and reopen federal
public lands throughout Utah. Thank you for considering the needs of Utah residents and all Americans
who depend on our public lands.

Sincerely, the undersigned:

Abajo Haven Guest Cabins Black Diamond Cali-Cochitta Bed &

Bill Haven Gregory, Pieps, POC Breakfast

5440 N Cedar Edge Lane Peter Metcalf Kim Bogner

Blanding, UT 2092 East 3900 110 South 200 East
South Salt Lake City, UT Moab, UT

Alpine Sports

Peggie Chambers Ambrey Bowen Motel Circle D Motel & Eatery

1165 Patterson Street Tyson Lesmeister Kenneth Ruick

Ogden, Utah 169 N Main Street 475 W. Main Street
Moab, UT Escalante, UT

Anasazi Realty, Inc.

Sue Dalton Bucks Grill House City of Moab

755 N. Main Street Tim Buckingham Mayor Dave Sakrison

Moab, UT 1393 U.S. 191 217 East Center Street
Moab, UT Moab, UT



Cliffhanger Jeep Rental
Luis Alamanza

40 West Center Street
Moab, UT

Community Rebuilds
Emily Niehaus

548 Locust Lane
Moab, UT

Creekside at Moab
Don Picard

61 East 200 South
Moab, UT

Far Out Expeditions
Vaughn Hadenfeldt
7th and Mulberry
Bluff, UT

Goulding's Lodge & Tours
Ronnie Baird

1000 Main St.

Monument Valley, UT

Holiday River Expeditions
Tim Gaylord

1055 East Main Street
Green River, UT

Lost River Clothing
Dave Knowles

2151 S. 191

Moab, UT

Magpie Cycling Adventures

Maggie Wilson
PO Box 1496
Moab, UT

Milts Stop & Eat
Moab Trail Marathon
Danelle Ballengee

356 E Mill Creek Drive
Moab, UT

Moab Cliffs & Canyons
Brett Sutteer

253 N. Main

Moab, UT

Moab Cyclery
Escape Adventures
Jacques Hadler

391 S Main Street
Moab, UT

Moab Desert Adventures
Emma Medara

415 N Main Street

Moab, UT

Moab Springs Ranch
Megan Coleman

1266 U.S. 191

Moab, UT

Moab Yoga

Angela Houghton

37 East Center Street
Moab, UT

Oneway Boatworks
Herm Hoops

PO Box 1234
Jensen, UT

Outdoor Utah Adventure
Guide

Red Oelerich

Salt Lake City, UT

Outerbike
Mark Sevenoff
478 Mill Creek
Moab, UT

Petzl America
Nazz Kurth
Freeport Center
Clearfield, UT

Poison Spider Bicycles
Scott Guzman Newton
497 North Main Street
Moab, UT

Quality Bicycle Products
Steve Flagg

859 West 1050 South
Ogden, UT

Real Estate Company of
Moab

Rachel Moody

50 East Center Street
Moab, UT

Red Desert Adventures
Eric Draper

Po Box 5

Springdale, UT

Red River Adventures
Carl Dec

1140 South Main Street
Moab, UT

Redtail Aviation

Slickrock Air Guides, Inc.
Senryaku, LLC

Castle Gate Partners, LLC
Mark Francis

N Hwy 191

Moab, UT

Red Rock Pilates

Tasha Savage

50 East Center Street #10
Moab, UT

Ruby’s Inn/Bryce View
Lodge

Lance Syrett

26 South Main Street
Bryce Canyon, UT



Sloan Law Firm, PLLC
Christina Sloan

76 South Main Street
Moab, UT

Tex's Riverways
Darren Vaughan
P.O. Box 67
Moab, UT

Thompson Manufacturing
Rock Thompson

Freeport Center, Bldg F-11
Clearfield, UT

Twin Rocks Trading Post
Steven Simpson

913 E. Navajo Twins Drive
Bluff, UT

Ultra Light Adventure
Equipment

Chris McMaster

668 W 1725 North
Logan, UT

Waterpocket Press
Chad Niehaus

548 Locust Lane
Moab, UT

Western River Expeditions
Brian Merrill

7258 Racquet Club Drive
Salt Lake City, UT

Western Spirit Cycling
Ashley Korenblat

478 Mill Creek Drive
Moab, UT

West Winds

Allen Burns

1015 East Main Street
Green River, UT

With Gaia Design
Kalen Jones

900 Kane Creek Blvd.
Moab, UT



