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WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. bicycle 
imports through mid-year 2007 were up 
5 percent overall, but something turned 
off the spigot during the third quarter.

Total bicycle imports through Sep-
tember were down 3 percent compared 
with the first three quarters of 2006.

Twenty-four-inch models have been 
off all year, but little kids’ bikes were a 
different story. They had posted a first-
half gain but accounted for the single 
biggest drop through the third quarter. 

They plummeted by more than a half-
million bikes, 12 percent, to a three-
year low of 3.7 million units, and it’s 
possible that the recent recalls of mil-
lions of Chinese-made toys may have 
helped shut the tap.

China’s government, hoping to pre-
vent future recalls and reassure U.S. 
importers, is requiring that toys—in-
cluding bicycles with wheels smaller 
than 20 inches—be tested to U.S. ASTM 
F963-07e1 Standard Consumer Safety 

Specifications for toxicity, sharp corners 
or edges, and parts small enough to be 
swallowed. Toxicity testing on tots’ 
bikes extends beyond the paint to de-
cals, grips and silk screening on saddle 
covers. Much of the mandatory testing 
takes place at Chinese ports, delaying 
shipments by two to four weeks.

Month-to-month comparisons for 
the past three years suggest that the 
testing could be contributing to import 
drops.

Rounded to the nearest thousand, tots’ 
bikes imports from China for July 2007 
were 320,000, compared with 548,000 
in July 2006, and 640,000 in July 2005. 
For August, figures were 308,000 in 
’07, 573,000 in ’06, and 559,000 in ’05; 
for September, 517,000 this year and 
636,000 in both ’06 and ’05.

China provides about 99 percent 
of kids’ bikes, so any bottleneck there 
could have squeezed holiday season  
inventories. 

Trade Watch

Imports Slip; Tots’ Bikes Take Half-Million Unit Plunge

U.S. Bicycle Imports Through September 2007 Year-to-Date
Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada Italy Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value

Kids, 2005 4,594,121 59,332 1 2 2,198 4,655,654 1,309,497 39% 116,849,409 25.10
2006 4,180,483 36,383 10 105 7,936 4,224,917 -430,737 -9% 103,269,980 24.44
2007 3,686,053 12,586 0 1 2,973 3,701,613 -523,304 -12% 97,620,615 26.37

20”, 2005 4,118,787 201,675 0 51 2,521 4,323,034 677,064 19% 160,253,434 37.07
2006 3,640,896 86,560 0 2 10,292 3,737,750 -585,284 -14% 142,909,351 38.23
2007 3,892,722 39,670 60 17 2,190 3,934,659 196,909 5% 139,498,788 35.45

24”, 2005 1,400,122 62,352 2,739 1 320 1,465,534 66,452 5% 70,376,459 48.02
2006 1,311,294 53,635 1,603 0 6,447 1,372,979 -92,555 -6% 72,855,561 53.06
2007 1,010,243 26,321 2,010 0 1,885 1,040,459 -332,520 -24% 61,537,411 59.14

Mtn, Comfort, 2005 3,807,595 352,935 3,837 51 12,761 4,177,179 139,604 3% 356,502,337 85.35
2006 3,812,517 194,382 3,296 57 6,301 4,016,553 -160,626 -4% 328,126,159 81.69
2007 3,749,486 202,744 3,665 115 11,184 3,967,194 -49,359 -1% 350,701,083 88.40

27”, 700C, 2005 339,161 216,981 1,629 2,214 1,477 561,462 259,644 86% 158,532,041 282.36
2006 345,861 194,697 1,299 1,744 4,653 548,254 -13,208 -2% 148,730,356 271.28
2007 535,187 194,405 721 7,216 6,261 743,790 195,536 36% 186,685,345 250.99

Other, 2005 182,477 8,643 358 312 9,289 201,079 -329,362 -62% 13,689,415 68.08
2006 28,539 11,359 12 596 12,294 52,800 -148,279 -74% 2,974,338 56.33
2007 105,096 10,061 59 894 8,780 124,890 72,090 137% 7,522,364 60.23

Totals ’05 14,442,263 901,918 8,564 2,631 28,566 15,383,942 2,122,899 16% 876,203,095 56.96
Totals ’06 13,319,590 577,016 6,220 2,504 47,923 13,953,253 -1,430,689 -9% 798,865,745 57.25
Totals ’07 12,978,787 485,787 6,515 8,243 33,273 13,512,605 -440,648 -3% 843,565,606 62.43

Difference ’06-’07 -340,803 -91,229 295 5,739 -14,650 -440,648   44,699,861 
Percentage Change ’06/’07 -3% -16% 5% 229% -31% -3%   6% 


