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WASHINGTON, D.C.—It seems 
parents held back on purchasing kids’ 
bikes this year and suppliers imported 
fewer juvenile models. According to the 
Department of Commerce, imports of 
sidewalk bikes with wheel sizes under 
20 inches fell 9 percent through June 
while imports of 20- and 24-inch bikes 
were each down 32 percent.

Mass-market suppliers, who account 
for the bulk of these imports, experi-
enced lower-than-expected sales during 
the December holiday season. While 
the weather warmed up, at least in some 
regions of the country, business stayed 
cool. Juvenile bikes are the bread-and-
butter of mass suppliers yet they im-
ported 1.2 million fewer units over the 

first six months of the year. The big drop 
in kids’ bikes hit China the hardest. That 
country shipped 1.1 million fewer units 
than last year, continuing the down-
ward trend that started in 2005. 

Adult imports, on the other hand, 
showed some signs of health. Road 
bike imports were up 100,948 units, or 
18 percent. The average road bike cost 

$288 this year compared to $268 last 
year, a 7 percent increase in value.

Taiwan, boosted by its increasing 
road business with the United States, 
saw its unit exports climb 4 percent to 
426,794. Overall imports were down 
14 percent through June. Suppliers im-
ported 1.1 million fewer bikes, about 
half a million less than last year.  

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through June 2009 Year-to-Date

Imports of Kids’ Bikes Drop 1.2 Million Through First Half

Commerce Numbers	 China	 Taiwan	 Canada	  Italy 	 Other	 Total	 Change	 Percentage	 Value C.I.F.	 Unit Value
Kids’, 2007	 2,541,313	 10,046	 0	 0	 777	 2,552,136	 102,498	 4%	 65,126,786	 25.52
2008	 2,168,485	 9,382	 2	 2	 2,329	 2,180,200	 -371,936	 -15%	 60,339,567	 27.68
2009	 1,972,138	 5,125	 35	 0	 466	 1,977,764	 -202,436	 -9%	 56,944,694	 28.79

20”, 2007	 2,457,114	 29,962	 0	 1	 2,188	 2,489,265	 244,114	 11%	 85,664,545	 34.41
2008	 2,508,001	 43,240	 0	 4	 5,194	 2,556,439	 67,174	 3%	 102,876,426	 40.24
2009	 1,713,847	 28,131	 8	 0	 552	 1,742,538	 -813,901	 -32%	 69,206,637	 39.72

24”, 2007	 680,942	 23,201	 1,762	 0	 840	 706,745	 -169,702	 -19%	 43,465,671	 61.50
2008	 577,116	 37,883	 1,852	 35	 3,995	 620,881	 -85,864	 -12%	 37,937,972	 61.10
2009	 395,717	 28,787	 36	 62	 174	 424,776	 -196,105	 -32%	 26,565,712	 62.54

Mtn, Comfort, 2007	 2,623,107	 139,228	 3,281	 111	 8,025	 2,773,752	 96,758	 4%	 240,227,603	 86.61
2008	 2,331,108	 167,641	 2,719	 1	 6,953	 2,508,422	 -265,330	 -10%	 259,488,348	 103.45
2009	 2,284,426	 153,629	 1,383	 0	 7,977	 2,447,415	 -61,007	 -2%	 248,444,448	 101.51

27”, 700 C, 2007	 384,656	 133,281	 492	 2,339	 4,488	 525,256	 162,647	 45%	 128,662,030	 244.95
2008	 411,708	 148,218	 405	 2,220	 6,334	 568,885	 43,629	 8%	 152,437,291	 267.96
2009	  456,264 	  206,698 	  503 	  259 	 6,109	 669,833	 100,948	 18%	 192,925,130	 288.02

Other, 2007	 43,238	 5,941	 46	 546	 2,342	 52,113	 10,997	 27%	 2,602,030	 49.93
2008	 10,445	 4,146	 243	 273	 5,529	 20,636	 -31,477	 -60%	 1,424,670	 69.04
2009	 4,667	 4,424	 574	 2,030	 2,166	 13,861	 -6,775	 -33%	 863,418	 62.29

Totals ’07	 8,730,370	 341,659	 5,581	 2,997	 18,660	 9,099,267	 447,312	 5%	 565,748,665	 62.18
Totals ’08	 8,006,863	 410,510	 5,221	 2,535	 30,334	 8,455,463	 -643,804	 -7%	 614,504,274	 72.68
Totals ’09	 6,827,059	 426,794	 2,539	 2,351	 17,444	 7,276,187	 -1,179,276	 -14%	 594,950,039	 81.77
Difference, ’08/’09	 -1,179,804	 16,284	 -2,682	 -184	 -12,890	 -1,179,276	 -535,472		  -19,554,235	
Percent Change, ’08/’09	 -15%	 4%	 -51%	 -7%	 -42%	 -14%			   -3%	 13%


