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Import Slump Hits China’s Kid Bike Market, Taiwan’s Revenues

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Import fig-
ures have slumped all year, according
to the U.S. Department of Commerce.
Chinese manufacturers bore the brunt
in terms of unit numbers, but Taiwan
took more than double China’s dollar
hit.

U.S. imports of Chinese-made bikes
were off by 1.12 million units through
September, compared to the first three
quarters of 2005. That loss comprised
nearly 80 percent of the total drop from
all sources, and the great bulk of those

missing bikes were kid-sized—24-inch
or smaller wheels—targeting big-box
shoppers as ultimate consumers.

Tots’ bikes (19-inch or smaller
wheels) from China were down nearly
414,000 units, and 20-inch-wheeled
bikes were down 488,000 units; those
two categories alone accounted for 80
percent of China’s losses.

A 154,000-unit drop in the “other”
category reflected the plummet in
chopper bikes’ imports and sales—an-
other youngsters” and primarily mass-

market category.

Nominal increases in Chinese-made
road and 26-inch-wheel bike imports
could not offset an 8 percent drop in
units.

The total drop in CIF (cost, insur-
ance, freight) value, however, was not
as steep: it declined $23.72 million,
or just less than 4 percent, to $645.21
million through September.

Total value of imports from Taiwan,
on the other hand, was off by $54.42
million—25 percent—to $164.78 mil-

lion. The single biggest hits were in the
26-inch category, where unit numbers
were off by 45 percent and value down
by $29.86 million, and road, with unit
shipments off by 10 percent and value
down by $16.1 million.

Taiwanese exporters say that 2005
imports were exceptionally high, re-
sulting in large 2006 inventories. BPSA
figures show that shipments to retail-
ers through September were up by 5.5
percent in spite of the drop in imports
and support that theory. BRAIN




