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Import Numbers Nudge Up in February, Show 4 Percent Gain

WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. bicy-
cle imports through February at least
hinted at their expected recovery, tick-
ing up 4 percent above the opening
two months of 2006 and reversing Jan-
uary’s slow start. January was down 3
percent for all categories combined.

The numbers did not reverse Jan-
uary’s negative trend for 24-inch
wheeled bikes, though, which were off
36 percent in the opening month and
slipped a little farther to minus 39 per-
cent, a loss of nearly 94,000 units for

the category, through February.

The news was better for 20-inch
bikes, which were down 1 percent in
January but up 8 percent in February
of this year.

Tots’ bikes regained some ground:
They were still down, but by 3 percent
and 21,000 units in February, com-
pared with 54,000 bikes and minus 19
percent in January.

The mountain/comfort  group
stayed comfortably steady, up 9 per-
cent through February, relatively un-

changed from the 10 percent gain in
the previous month.

Chinese exporters garnered the busi-
ness there, gaining about 33,000 units
in each of the two months for a total 10
percent increase. Taiwan, which lost a
lot of that category last year, was still
off by 10 percent there through Febru-
ary.

Importers still have confidence in
road bikes, and that category was up
a hefty 57 percent through February,
compared with a 19 percent gain in

January. The Chinese manufacturers
gained more than 57,000 units, getting
an average price of $159. The Taiwan-
ese still hold a big lead in value, how-
ever; their bikes fetched an average of
$483.

The “other” category, a catch-all for
cruisers and other bikes that don’t fit
into the more sharply defined groups,
was predictable only in that it contin-
ues to be predictably erratic, showing
a26,000-unit gain that quadrupled the
numbers from February ’06. BRAIN



