Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through September 2009 Year-to-Date
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Bike Imports Down 15 Percent Through End of Third Quarter
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WASHINGTON, D.C—Suppli-
ers brought in 2.1 million fewer bikes
through September 2009 than in the
same period in 2008, representing a 15
percent decline, according to figures
from the Department of Commerce.

Imports of 20- and 24-inch bikes
slowed more than 22 percent. Surpris-
ingly, sidewalk bikes seem relatively ro-
bust, down only 8 percent.

Mass-market retailers like Wal-Mart
order the bulk of these bikes, which
suggests their children’s sales are sub-
stantially down this year. China, which
supplies all kids’ bikes sold in the mass
channel, shipped two million fewer
bikes this year, a 16 percent drop.

Mountain bikes and cruisers with 26-
inch wheels were almost as hard hit as
kids” bikes. Imports in this category fell

17 percent through September.

While suppliers scaled back bike or-
ders, they still invested in one category:
700c bikes. Imports through September
were up 91,189 units over 2008.

It used to be that most of these bikes
were headed to the specialty retail
channel, but no longer. As kids’ bike
sales slowed, mass market and sport-
ing goods stores grew adult offerings.

Meanwhile, the average unit price of
700c bikes climbed to $278.

The 700c bikes that showed up at spe-
cialty suppliers went straight into over-
stocked warehouses, according to the
Bicycle Product Suppliers Association’s
September sales report. Its membership
had 183,549 more 700c bikes in inven-
tory last September compared to the
same month in 2008. BRAIN



