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WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. bicycle 
and frame exports settled into a con-
sistent pattern in 2008, with full-year 
figures showing bicycle unit exports at 
a 10-year low, but with record-high val-
ues helping assuage whatever pain the 
exporters may be feeling.

U.S. brands exported fewer than 
75,000 American-made complete bi-
cycles last year—about 46,000 full-sized 
units and 29,000 small-wheeled bikes 
(diameter less than 25 inches). Adult-

sized models hit an average sale price of 
$970 and small-wheeled bikes averaged 
$221—the highest full-year averages 
ever—and brought home $44.5 million 
and $6.4 million respectively. 

Frame-fork exports’ average value 
also set a new full-year record, at $91.34 
per kilogram, and otherwise contin-
ued to exceed complete-bike numbers. 
Shipments of American-made frames 
jumped by 12 percent to 903,000 kilo-
grams and generated another record of 

$82.5 million in total value.
Trek and Cannondale, the two largest 

companies still producing bicycles and 
frames in the U.S., likely account for a 
substantive portion of those exports. 
However, word from and about bou-
tique builders such as Serotta, Seven, 
IF and Moots, indicates that the euro-
to-dollar exchange rate favored U.S. ex-
porters, bolstering the European market 
for high-end, U.S.-made models.

Steadfast Canada remains the largest 

customer for U.S.-built bikes and the 
third-largest for frames, but some mar-
kets are deteriorating. Bicycle exports 
to Britain barely broke the 1,200-unit 
mark in 2008, a mere fourth of the ex-
ports just five years ago.

The Netherlands and Germany were 
the main destinations for U.S.-built 
frames and forks. Both countries also 
host major assembly and distribution 
centers that help supply U.S. brands 
throughout Europe. 
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U.S. Exports: Three-Year Comparison Through December
Grand Totals

 18,621 53 3,074 22,484 3,760 185 38 285 7,613 4,130 16,011 61,784 -28,897

 17,910 14 3,106 16,195 2,100 177 105 381 5,779 3,845 12,387 51,585 -10,199

 16,177 154 3,815 12,891 1,008 305 23 134 3,364 4,836 9,670 45,882 -5,703

 8,743 316 15,020 3,493 741 73 288 849 2 4,221 6,174 35,396 -2,549

  8,737  87 11,798 4,804 865 21 105 347 398 2,577 4,313 31,226 -4,170

  9,963  1,184 8,934 5,115 217 24 138 434 118 1,791 2,722 28,993 -2,233

 27,364 369 18,094 25,977 4,501 258 326 1,134 7,615 8,351 22,185 97,180 -31,446

  26,647   101   14,904   20,999   2,965   198   210   728   6,177   6,422  16,700 82,811 -14,369

  26,140   1,338   12,749   18,006   1,225   329   161   568   3,482   6,627  12,392  74,875  -7,936

 -2% 1225% -14% -14% -59% 66% -23% -22% -44% 3% -26% -10%

 149,553 3,930 9,975 326,882 52,499 100 12,582 78,329 167,117 73,270 383,897 900,823 -262,038

  90,662   2,585   8,771   338,317   36,290   18  11540  80,394   152,668   69,077  349,987 806,423 -94,400

 92,472 906 13,945 300,974 47,859 858 13,428 117,305 189,020 90,950 459,420 903,344 96,921

 2% -65% 59% -11% 32% 4667% 16% 46% 24% 32% 31% 12% 


