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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Export val-
ues declined sharply in the first four 
months of the year as the global bicycle 
market became more value oriented. 

According to U.S. Commerce De-
partment statistics, the freight on board 
(FOB) value of all complete bikes ex-
ported through April dropped 20 per-
cent. Total exports were essentially flat 
at 25,724 units, up 1 percent over the 
same period last year.

Adult bikes were primarily respon-

sible for the decline in value. The aver-
age price of an adult bike dropped from 
$1,021 to $880 indicating that foreign 
markets are bringing in lower priced 
bikes. As the carbon road bike boom 
has subsided, U.S. manufacturers are 
likely exporting bikes made of less ex-
pensive materials such as steel.

Suppliers exported 2,219 fewer adult-
sized bikes, or 12 percent less units, in 
the four-month period. Although im-
ports to Europe overall fell by 1,965 

bikes, or 32 percent, the Netherlands 
stemmed the decline by taking 475, or 
34 percent, more bikes this spring.

The average cost of a small-wheel bike 
held up better, declining only slightly 
from $214 to $207. Small-wheel exports 
bolstered total unit shipments as suppli-
ers exported 2,469 or 35 percent more 
BMX, 24-inch and other kids’ bikes. 
Pacific Rim countries such as Australia, 
Japan and Taiwan were responsible for 
the bulk of the increase in shipments 

of small-wheel bikes, which more than 
tripled to 3,502 units.

Exporters also held the value of do-
mestic-made frames and forks, which 
declined 9 percent in weight and 8 per-
cent in price. The per-kilo average price 
was $93. 

Frame and fork shipments to Pacific 
Rim countries jumped 32 percent to 
64,018 kilograms while shipments to 
European countries declined 8 percent 
to 132,552 kilograms. 
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 6,312 0 1,106 5,844 1,059 34 1 104 2,975 1,753 5,926 19,734 -6,167

 6,099 24 992 5,147 419 68 16 19 1,408 2,925 4,855 18,429 -1,305

 6,556 4 666 4,249 488 29 135 112 1,883 1,555 4,202 16,210 -2,219

 2,608 0 1,981 980 433 0 50 110 13 777 1,383 7,504 -3,482

 3,664 383 1,145 1,004 52 0 24 148 50 434 708 7,045 -459

 2,849 26 1,798 3,502 79 0 7 187 84 392 1,339 9,514 2,469

 8,920 0 3,087 6,824 1,492 34 51 214 2,988 2,530 7,309 27,238 -9,649

 9,763 407 2,137 6,151 471 68 40 167 1,458 3,359 5,563 25,474 -1,764

 9,405 30 2,464 7,751 567 29 142 299 1,967 1,947 5,541 25,724 250

 -4% -93% 15% 26% 20% -57% 255% 79% 35% -42% 0% 1% 

 25,046 150 2,312 75,512 12,320 0 6,941 22,248 50,424 21,817 113,750 222,866 -88,161

 26,367 59 2,518 48,611 9,189 63 6,316 34,980 61,945 32,003 144,496 239,727 16,861

 17,027 208 1,800 64,018 13,385 38 2,854 34,167 56,796 25,312 132,552 218,684 -21,043

 -35% 253% -29% 32% 46% -40% -55% -2% -8% -21% -8% -9% 

            


