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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Complete 
bike exports were down 10 percent last 
year, hitting a 10 year low, but 2009 is 
getting off to a good start with January 
exports up 7 percent compared with 
January 2008. But even with the unit 
gain, the value of those exports fell 2 
percent.

Surprisingly the monthly gain is al-
most entirely due to a 650 unit increase 
in exports of bikes with wheels smaller 
than 25 inches. Australia alone import-

ed 632 of the small-wheeled bikes. 
The average value of small-wheeled 

bikes exported to Australia was $191 
and substantially higher than the $138 
average unit value of bikes shipped to 
Canada, the largest market for Made in 
USA small-wheeled bikes. 

Data from the Department of Com-
merce doesn’t break out bike categories, 
so it’s impossible to know whether bikes 
heading to Australia were BMX, 24-inch 
mountain or juvenile bikes.

Exports of adult mountain, road and 
utility bikes fell 265 units compared to 
January 2008, though their average val-
ue climbed to $1,038 from $1,008. 

Small U.S. custom builders reported 
robust European sales last year due in 
part to the strong euro and increasing 
profile of their craft. This trend contin-
ued into January as bike shipments to 
Europe grew 33 percent. Given the re-
cent fall of the euro’s value and Europe’s 
eroding economic conditions, custom 

builders may find European sales harder 
to come by as the year unfolds.

The average unit value of 11 bikes 
shipped to the Czech Republic and 
Slovenia was well over $2,200 apiece, a 
clear indication that customers there are 
willing to pay a premium for U.S. made 
bikes. The 157 bikes shipped to the UK 
averaged $2,067 each, and 548 units 
shipped to the Netherlands averaged 
$1,460—both are the strongest markets 
for U.S. builders in Europe.

Complete Bike Exports Up Though Value Down 2 Percent

Trade Watch

*U.S.-built exports, one month only, through January     † weight in kilograms.       
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U.S. Exports: Three-Year Comparison Through January
Grand Totals

 1,094 0 279 1,752 431 7 0 43 977 359 1,817 5,064 264 4,597,028

 940 0 245 1,446 70 13 1 0 583 429 1,096 4,048 -1,016 4,079,676

 911 0 187 1,124 157 0 0 100 548 659 1,464 3,783 -265 3,925,942

 57 0 540 113 83 0 0 0 4 0 87 1,217 -1,279 246,028

 426 0 493 186 2 0 0 91 0 34 127 1,244 27 299,905

 248 26 158 1,099 42 0 1 0 35 30 108 1,894 650 387,799

 1,451 0 819 1,865 514 7 0 43 981 359 1,904 6,281 -1,015 4,843,056

 1,366 0 738 1,632 72 13 1 91 583 463 1,223 5,292 -989 4,379,581

 1,159 26 345 2,223 199 0 1 100 583 689 1,572 5,677 385 4,313,741

 -15% 2,600% -53% 36% 176% -100% 0% 10% 0% 49% 29% 7%  -2%

 3,178 111 413 13,890 2,442 0 2,280 6,264 7,182 3,100 21,268 41,173 23,403 3,330,841

 6,127 0 311 13,842 2,053 0 907 12,654 14,319 6,702 36,635 57,923 16,750 5,403,671

 5,318 0 275 19,897 3,019 18 958 3,939 12,520 3,776 24,230 50,813 -7,110 4,763,045

 -13% 0% -12% 44% 47% 1,800% 6% -69% -13% -44% -34% -12% -142% -12%
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