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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Exports of 
BMX, 24-inch and other kids’ bikes 
surged in the first quarter as U.S. bike 
makers shipped 2,205 more units than 
last year, according to Department of 
Commerce figures. 

Small-wheeled bikes were increasing-
ly popular in Australia, Japan and Tai-
wan, which drove most of the increase.

Growth in kids’ bike exports to Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the UK was 
wiped away by slow exports into other 

European nations. Overall, U.S. exports 
of kids’ bikes into Europe were flat com-
pared with the same period last year. 

The average value of a kid’s bike was 
$216, down from $228. The success of 
small-wheel exporters boosted overall 
exports by 1,029 units or 6 percent. 

Meanwhile, exports of adult moun-
tain and road bikes were down 1,176 
units or 25 percent. Average unit value 
was also down—from $1,067 last year to 
$903 this year, a 15 percent drop.

Large-wheel exports to Canada, Ger-
many and the Netherlands was up sub-
stantially but the increase in business 
with Germany and the Netherlands 
failed to make up for exports to other 
European nations, which dropped to 
about half of last year’s numbers. Ex-
porters sent 2,461 bikes into Europe last 
year but only 1,649 so far this year.

Other big markets for large-wheel 
exporters were the Pacific Rim nations 
of Taiwan and Japan, which imported 

3,788 and 400 bikes, respectively. Nor-
way, Brazil and Saudi Arabia imported 
597, 463 and 402 units, respectively. 

The average value of frames exported 
jumped $2 a kilo to $93. Frame exports 
were down 12 percent overall, with ship-
ments to Canada and Europe down. 

Europe’s major importers of Ameri-
can-made frames are Italy, Spain and 
Switzerland. In the Pacific Rim, Austra-
lia, Taiwan and Japan took the bulk of 
the exports. 

Small Wheel Exports Climb 48 Percent During First Quarter
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 3,916 0 788 4,860 1,018 20 0 45 2,234 1,508 4,825 14,809 -4,567

 3,700 9 777 3,891 319 42 5 1 1,208 2,461 4,036 13,240 -1,569

 3,857 4 561 3,814 317 21 0 101 1,649 1,292 3,380 12,064 -1,176

 1,467 0 1,761 804 190 0 29 34 13 285 551 5,135 -3,865

 1,866 383 1,037 672 46 0 0 127 12 362 547 4,596 -539

 1,614 26 874 3107 70 0 4 186 66 360 686 6,801 2,205

 5,383 0 2,549 5,664 1,208 20 29 79 2,247 1,793 5,376 19,944 -8,432

 5,566 392 1,814 4,563 365 42 5 128 1,220 2,823 4,583 17,836 -2,108

 5,471 30 1,435 6,921 387 21 4 287 1,715 1,652 4,066 18,865 1,029

 -2% -92% -21% 52% 6% -50% -20% 124% 41% -41% -11% 6% 

 18,385 150 1,313 57,149 9,944 0 4,604 14,841 29,783 16,075 75,247 157,448 -161,809

 18,452   59   1,413  37,997  6,396  0  4,315   28,314   46,395   27,135  112,555  185,705  28,257

  12,224   173   1,630  43,127  8,822  38  2,201   28,807   44,950   18,619  103,437 162,638 -23,067

 -34% 193% 15% 14% 38% 3,800% -49% 2% -3% -31% -8% -12% 


