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WASHINGTON, D.C.—After trailing 
last year’s numbers by 7 percent at the 
end of the second quarter, U.S. bicycle 
imports through August matched 2007’s 
and by September’s end had gained a 
slight 2 points over those through third-
quarter 2007.

The surge was most pronounced in 
the kids’ bike category, which was off 
by 15 percent—about 372,000 units—at 

mid year. The tykes’ bikes group re-
gained all that by Sept. 30, posting a 2 
percent gain of 80,000 units. (This may 
herald an inventory problem, however: 
Mass marketers purchased these bikes 
before the economic downturn became 
severe, and kids’ bikes sales often suffer 
during recessions.)

The 20-inch-wheel category, down 5 
percent through the first quarter, was up 

by 3 percent at mid year and still ahead 
at 4 percent, or 165,000 units.

Down by 265,000 units (10 percent) 
through June, the wide-tired mountain 
and comfort bicycles category gained 
one percentage point through Septem-
ber. Average sale price jumped by 17 
percent, suggesting a gain beyond the 
expected 13 to 15 percent rise wrought 
by material and labor costs.  

The 700C and 27-inch-wheeled cat-
egory has gained steadily all year. Up 8 
percent (43,600 units) through June, im-
ports were up to 887,000 units through 
September, a 19 percent, 144,000-unit 
increase over last year. Since the catego-
ry includes hybrids, the numbers may 
lend credence to reports of increased 
sales of 700C hybrid bikes to meet utili-
tarian riders’ needs.

Trade Watch

Third-Quarter Bike Imports Make Up for Poor First-Half

U.S. Bicycle Imports Through September 2008 Year-to-Date
Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada  Italy  Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value

Kids’, 2006 4,180,483 36,383 10 105 7,936 4,224,917 -430,737 -9% 103,269,980 24.44
2007 3,686,053 12,586 0 1 2,973 3,701,613 -523,304 -12% 97,620,615 26.37
2008 3,753,614 16,418 5 2 12,069 3,782,108 80,495 2% 109,306,464 28.90

20”, 2006 3,640,896 86,560 0 2 10,292 3,737,750 -585,284 -14% 142,909,351 38.23
2007 3,892,722 39,670 60 17 2,190 3,934,659 196,909 5% 139,498,788 35.45
2008 4,004,538 89,036 0 4 5,830 4,099,408 164,749 4% 168,961,594 41.22

24”, 2006 1,311,294 53,635 1,603 0 6,447 1,372,979 -92,555 -6% 72,855,561 53.06
2007 1,010,243 26,321 2,010 0 1,885 1,040,459 -332,520 -24% 61,537,411 59.14
2008 816,327 41,588 2,168 36 7,652 867,771 -172,688 -17% 55,116,519 63.52

Mtn, Comfort, 2006 3,812,517 194,382 3,296 57 6,301 4,016,553 -160,626 -4% 328,126,159 81.69
2007 3,749,486 202,744 3,665 115 11,184 3,967,194 -49,359 -1% 350,701,083 88.40
2008 3,754,873 244,416 2,974 72 9,304 4,011,639 44,445 1% 415,309,110 103.53
          
27”, 700C, 2006 345,861 194,697 1,299 1,744 4,653 548,254 -13,208 -2% 148,730,356 271.28
2007 535,187 194,405 721 7,216 6,261 743,790 195,536 36% 186,685,345 250.99
2008  643,631   231,390   441   2,429   10,007  887,898 144,108 19%  238,866,427  269.02

Other, 2006 28,539 11,359 12 596 12,294 52,800 -148,279 -74% 2,974,338 56.33
2007 105,096 10,061 59 894 8,780 124,890 72,090 137% 7,522,364 60.23
2008 36,890 22,729 244 1,223 6,829 67,915 -56,975 -46% 4,744,621 69.86

Totals ’06 13,319,590 577,016 6,220 2,504 47,923 13,953,253 -1,430,689 -9% 798,865,745 57.25
Totals ’07 12,978,787 485,787 6,515 8,243 33,273 13,512,605 -440,648 -3% 843,565,606 62.43
Totals ’08 13,009,873 645,577 5,832 3,766 51,691 13,716,739 204,134 2% 992,304,735 72.34

Difference, ’07/’08 31,086 159,790 -683 -4,477 18,418 204,134   148,739,129 
Percent Change, ’07/’08 0% 33% -10% -54% 55% 2%   18% 


