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WASHINGTON, D.C.—As suppli-
ers continued to sell through heavy 
inventories this spring, they imported 
1.3 million fewer bikes through April 
compared to the previous year. Ac-
cording to Department of Commerce 
data, unit shipments for the first four 
months dropped 25 percent to 3.9 mil-
lion bikes—dipping below the 5 million 
mark for the first time in five years.

Total dollar value decreased by 6 
percent, but unit values continue to be 
more on average due to the higher cost 
of 2009 model year bikes. Average unit 
value of an imported bicycle increased 
by 27 percent to $93.65.

The 27-inch and 700c wheel category 
continues to be the only one to see in-
creases. Units rose 11 percent as suppli-
ers imported an additional 40,000 bikes 

while total landed value rose 25 percent. 
The average value of a road bike jumped 
from $280 to $314.

Since suppliers report that sales of 
high-end road bikes have been slipping, 
these increases can be attributed to bur-
geoning demand for hybrid 700c bikes.

Taiwan imports accounted for the in-
crease in the 700c category, with 43,748 
more bikes in that category. That may 

reflect the success of the A-Team, a con-
sortium of frame and parts makers, to 
bring high-value manufacturing to the 
island.

Overall imports from the island in-
creased by 30,000 bikes or 12 percent. 
Imports from mainland China de-
creased 27 percent to 3.6 million units, 
with declines in all three kids’ bike cat-
egories 24 inches and below.

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through April 2009 Year-to-Date

Imports Through April Drop by More Than One Million Bikes

Commerce Numbers	 China	 Taiwan	 Canada	  Italy 	 Other 	 Total	 Change	 Percentage	 Value C.I.F.	 Unit Value
Kids’, 2007	 1,697,324	 7,176	 0	 0	 722	 1,705,222	 111,613	 7%	 43,297,348	 25.39
2008	 1,371,350	 6,389	 2	 2	 1,040	 1,378,783	 -326,439	 -19%	 36,367,577	 26.38
2009	 1,077,277	 2,679	 24	 0	 56	 1,080,036	 -298,747	 -22%	 30,883,905	 28.60

20”, 2007	  1,599,382 	  19,230 	 0	 0	 444	 1,619,056	 138,036	 9%	 55,437,472	 34.24
2008	 1,530,578	  20,715 	 0	 0	 5,193	 1,556,486	 -62,570	 -4%	 61,260,291	 39.36
2009	 855,384	 20,167	 8	  0 	 546	 876,105	 -680,381	 -44%	 35,470,216	 40.49

24”, 2007	 403,143	 16,367	 1,630	 0	 41	 421,181	 -179,400	 -30%	 26,965,097	 64.02
2008	 344,923	 23,874	 1,531	 35	 2,772	 373,135	 -48,046	 -11%	 21,912,020	 58.72
2009	 181,620	 9295	 34	 61	 105	 191,115	 -182,020	 -49%	 12,317,904	 64.45

Mtn, Comfort, 2007	 1,644,529	 77,541	 1,186	 0	 6,467	 1,729,723	 117,577	 7%	 154,542,340	 89.35
2008	 1,435,090	 99,373	 1,473	 0	 3,208	 1,539,144	 -190,579	 -11%	 162,454,636	 105.55
2009	 1,232,130	 105,948	 883	 0	 6,971	 1,345,932	 -193,212	 -13%	 156,501,247	 116.28

27”, 700C, 2007	 260,614	 90,541	 353	 1,566	 3,048	 356,122	 117,793	 49%	 90,946,867	 255.38
2008	 273,675	 96,773	 174	  1,410 	 4,402	 376,434	 20,312	 6%	 105,471,468	 280.19
2009	 270,341	 140,521	 351	  243 	 5,361	 416,817	 40,383	 11%	 131,274,248	 314.94

Other, 2007	 34,631	 4,071	 43	 541	 1,354	 40,640	 21,757	 115%	 1,800,693	 44.31
2008	 6,040	 2,740	 241	 253	 5,493	 14,767	 -25,873	 -7%	 827,098	 56.01
2009	 2,997	 1,457	 13	 1,539	 768	 6,774	 -7,993	 -54%	 375,190	 55.39

Totals ’07	 5,639,623	 214,926	 3,212	 2,107	 12,076	 5,871,944	 327,376	 6%	 372,989,817	 63.52
Totals ’08	 4,961,656	 249,864	 3,421	 1,700	 22,108	 5,238,749	 -633,195	 -11%	 388,293,090	 74.12
Totals ’09	 3,619,749	 280,067	 1,313	 1,843	 13,807	 3,916,779	 -1,321,970	 -25%	 366,822,710	 93.65
Difference ’08-’09	 -1,341,907	 30,203	 -2,108	 143	 -8,301	 -1,321,970			   -21,470,380	
Percentage Change, ’08-’09	-27%	 12%	 -62%	 8%	 -38%	 -25%			   -6%	
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You can change the lives of children.
Start or fund a Trips For Kids program.
Many kids never leave their own neighborhood to enjoy the beauty of nature. That’s 
why we started Trips for Kids, a national non-profit organization that provides mountain 
bike rides and environmental education for disadvantaged youth. You can start a Trips 
for Kids chapter in your area. We’ll assist you, at no charge, by supplying bikes and 
helmets, and support based on 20 years of experience.

Or make a difference by donating money, bikes or equipment (new or used). 
All donations are tax-deductible.

Do you only sell one size bike?

Then why does your display 
only hold one size tire?

rudyrack.com800-434-6442


