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Trade Watch

WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. brands 
building frames and bicycles in the 
United States, with Trek and Cannon-
dale being the leaders, reserve their 
domestic efforts for their highest-end, 
value-added products—two-wheeled 
machines that strike bike lust in the 
hearts of foreign consumers.

The steep increases in average FOB 
(freight on board) sale prices have 
helped offset the even steeper decline 
in the numbers of units shipped. In-

terestingly, U.S. brands’ frame-fork 
combinations are generating at least 
as much lust—and certainly more rev-
enue—than complete bikes.

Frame-fork exports have topped the 
$70-per-kilo mark and are nudging at 
$80. They stood at $79.34 at the end of 
August—nearly 10 times the average 
price as recently as 2002. 

As a result of all the gold in carbon 
and, presumably, high-end aluminum 
and titanium, frame-fork exports are 

proving lucrative for suppliers here. 
Through August, frame-fork combi-
nations had a declared export value of 
$39.86 million, well above the $31.65 
million generated from complete bikes.

The full-year figures are equally in-
teresting. In all but one of the past five 
years, frame-fork values beat those for 
complete bikes: in 2002, frames brought 
in $11.86 million, compared with $4.53 
million for complete bikes. 

The respective numbers were $61.81 

million vs. $36.16 million in ’03, $51.72 
million vs. $37.78 million in ’04, $50.78 
million vs. $61.27 in anomalous ’05, 
and $57.13 million vs. $54.56 million 
in 2006.

The frames and forks meet up with 
their gruppos and components in the 
brands’ or their importer-distributors’ 
assembly operations in Europe, Japan, 
Australia and Asia, where they become 
the complete bikes that satisfy the for-
eign cyclists’ yearnings. 
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U.S. Exports: Three-Year Comparison Through August
Grand Totals

15,405 0 4,513 11,736 2,852 3 62 219 10,268 12,349 25,753 59,216 24,790

13,865 38 2,338 13,945 2,485 127 38 241 5,063 2,808 10,762 41,696 -17,520

13,890 0 2,403 8,853 1,547 100 18 178 4,030 2,777 8,650 34,726 -6,970

5,496 79 9,279 4,252 316 2 7 668 176 793 1,962 23,298 1,109

6,617 0 9,680 2,392 290 0 264 422 2 3,625 4,603 24,484 1,186

5,693 40 5,904 2,735 628 21 59 184 314 1,405 2,611 18,142 -6,342

20,901 79 13,792 15,988 3,168 5 69 887 10,444 13,142 27,715 82,514 25,899

20,482 38 12,018 16,337 2,775 127 302 663 5,065 6,433 15,365 66,180 -16,334

19,583 40 8,307 11,588 2,175 121 77 362 4,344 4,182 11,261 52,868 -13,312

-4% 5% -31% -29% -22% -5% -75% -45% -14% -35% -27% -20% 

114,229 11,058 73,034 269,241 46,133 661 6,755 36,947 120,918 43,853 255,267 734,942 -49,096

123,672 3,923 6,291 215,852 41,842 100 6,080 40,599 115,770 54,062 258,453 629,475 -105,467

60,343 2,338 3,672 198225 23,499 18 9,392 47,085 105,205 41,684 226,883 502,357 -127,118

-51% -40% -42% -8% -44% -82% 54% 16% -9% -23% -12% -20%  


