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WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. bicycle 
import numbers accelerated their slide 
through April, cumulatively down 
10 percent after dropping 7 percent 
through March, according to Depart-
ment of Commerce figures.

Imports were down 277,000 units 
to 3.73 million bikes through March, 
compared with first-quarter 2007, then 
a slow April pulled the numbers down 

another 315,000 units.
A substantial portion of the change 

showed in tots’ and tweens’ bikes. Little 
kids’ sidewalk-type bikes, off 108,000 
units and 10 percent in March, dropped 
another 218,000 bikes in April for a cu-
mulative decrease of 19 percent.

Bikes with 24-inch wheels, early in the 
year, appeared to be climbing back from 
a 27 percent, 455,000-unit decrease in 

full-year 2007. But they weren’t: Their 
numbers dropped 4 percent and 10,000 
units through March and were off 11 
percent and 48,000 bikes by April’s end.

The same held true for adult-sized 
mountain and comfort bikes, off 6 per-
cent and 77,000 units through March 
and, cumulatively, 190,000 units and 11 
percent through April.  

The 20-inch category regained a 

little ground. Off by 5 percent through 
March, they edged back up to a minus 4 
percent through April.

The narrow-tired category, which 
lumps drop- and flatbar road bikes and 
hybrids, continued to grow. Up 4 per-
cent through March, it was up 6 percent 
and 20,000 units through April. How-
ever, that’s still behind the double-digit 
numbers in recent years.

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through April 2008 Year-to-Date

Import Numbers’ Slide Picked Up Speed through April

Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada  Italy  Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value
Kids’, 2006 1,582,362 8,953 0 105 2,189 1,593,609 3,847 0% 38,100,064 23.91
2007 1,697,324 7,176 0 0 722 1,705,222 111,613 7% 43,297,348 25.39
2008 1,371,350 6,389 2 2 1,040 1,378,783 -326,439 -19% 36,367,577 26.38

20”, 2006  1,432,102   48,199  0 0 719 1,481,020 -198,876 -12% 58,260,215 39.34
2007  1,599,382   19,230  0 0 444 1,619,056 138,036 9% 55,437,472 34.24
2008 1,530,578  20,715  0 0 5,193 1,556,486 -62,570 -4% 61,260,291 39.36

24”, 2006 577,141 22,233 684 0 523 600,581 -40,735 -6% 32,769,808 54.56
2007 403,143 16,367 1,630 0 41 421,181 -179,400 -30% 26,965,097 64.02
2008 344,923 23,874 1,531 35 2,772 373,135 -48,046 -11% 21,912,020 58.72

Mtn, Comfort, 2006 1,529,489 78,354 1,768 17 2,518 1,612,146 -177,834 -10% 139,212,192 86.35
2007 1,644,529 77,541 1,186 0 6,467 1,729,723 117,577 7% 154,542,340 89.35
2008 1,435,090 99,373 1,473 0 3,208 1,539,144 -190,579 -11% 162,454,636 105.55

27”, 700C, 2006 154,512 80,633 1,128 414 1,642 238,329 28,436 14% 72,906,437 305.91
2007 260,614 90,541 353 1,566 3,048 356,122 117,793 49% 90,946,867 255.38
2008 273,675 96,773 174  1,410  4,402 376,434 20,312 6% 105,471,468 280.19

Other, 2006 7,419 7,150 5 483 3,826 18,883 -137,997 -88% 1,121,392 59.39
2007 34,631 4,071 43 541 1,354 40,640 21,757 115% 1,800,693 44.31
2008 6,040 2,740 241 253 5,493 14,767 -25,873 -7% 827,098 56.01

Totals ’06 5,283,025 245,522 3,585 1,019 11,417 5,544,568 -523,159 -9% 342,370,108 61.75
Totals ’07 5,639,623 214,926 3,212 2,107 12,076 5,871,944 327,376 6% 372,989,817 63.52
Totals ’08 4,961,656 249,864 3,421 1,700 22,108 5,238,749 -633,195 -11% 388,293,090 74.12

Difference ’07-’08 -677,967 34,938 209 -407 10,032 -633,195   15,303,273 
Percentage Change, ’07-’08 -12% 16% 7% -19% 83% -11%   4%


