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WASHINGTON, D.C.—BPSA data 
through March showed a nearly 18 per-
cent drop in shipments to retailers com-
pared with the same period last year, 
and U.S. Commerce Department figures 
for imports through March didn’t indi-
cate that the pace would pick up in the 
second quarter.

Cumulative imports through March, 
which would include the bikes in line to 

replace those already shipped to retail 
stores, were off by 7 percent compared 
with first-quarter ’07 shipments and 
down in all but one category. That one, 
road and hybrid, ticked up fewer than 
10,000 units, a modest 4 percent.

The import numbers tend to support 
theories that brands’ inventories are low 
and that supplies of many ’08 models 
may be running short and arriving late. 

 At the same time, the January-March 
imports’ total value grew by 6 percent 
and the average per-bike sale price was 
up in all categories. Industry observers 
attribute some of the change to passed-
through cost increases in labor and ma-
terials.

While it’s a virtual certainty that pric-
es for ’09 bikes will go up, the vagaries 
of forecasting preclude predictions of 

year-end unit numbers. We compared 
import stats through March and June 
with full-year data over the past several 
years and found no correlation.

(Note: We printed erroneous num-
bers of $107,150,049 for C.I.F. value and 
$412.90 unit value for 27”, 700C bikes 
in the March 2007 imports table, June 
15, 2007 issue. The correct numbers are 
$66,007,667 and $254.36.)

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through March 2008 Year-to-Date

First-Quarter Imports Don’t Foretell a Surge in Supply

Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada Italy Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value
Kids’, 2006 1,069,883 8,482 0 55 2,154 1,080,574 73,915 7% 25,539,389 23.64
2007 1,086,227 6,862 0 0 30 1,093,119 12,545 1% 28,227,720 25.82
2008 978,379 5,351 0 2 1,003 984,735  0% 25,895,145 26.30
          
20”, 2006 992,731 38,552 0 0 39 1,031,322 -201,181 -16% 40,355,109 39.13
2007 1,126,892 15,642 0 0 444 1,142,978 111,656 11% 40,274,473 35.24
2008 1,063,385 17,020 0 0 1,253 1,081,658 -61,320 -5% 43,079,795 39.83
          
24”, 2006 398,844 21,179 488 0 463 420,974 -35,849 -8% 22,665,090 53.84
2007 266,627 7,026 1,567 0 5 275,225 -145,749 -35% 18,093,814 65.74
2008 239,285 23,539 1,368 0 573 264,765 -10,460 -4% 15,836,485 59.81
          
26” Mtn, comfort, 2006 1,089,436 59,709 1,588 17 1,420 1,152,170 -98,499 -8% 102,796,142 89.22
2007 1,136,416 56,442 854 0 4,187 1,197,899 45,729 4% 111,197,821 92.83
2008 1,042,358 74,382 1,047 0 2,609 1,120,396 -77,503 -6% 118,302,023 105.59
          
27”, 700C, 2006 121,552 57,720 1,116 232 854 181,474 16,203 10% 55,126,677 303.77
2007 191,763 64,398 272 1,031 2,040 259,504 78,030 43% 66,007,667 254.36
2008 192,715 71,956 136 1,233 2,941 268,981 9,477 4% 77,350,131 287.57
          
Other, 2006 5,928 3,073 2 296 3,823 13,122 -117,543 -90% 851,841 64.92
2007 33,492 2280 31 537 1,322 37,662 24,540 187% 1,530,595 40.64
2008 5,008 2,489 239 253 601 8,590 -29,072 -77% 542,384 63.14
          
Totals ’06 3,678,374 188,715 3,194 600 8,753 3,879,636 -362,954 -9% 247,334,248 63.75
Totals ’07 3,841,417 150,401 3,230 1,568 8,028 4,006,387 126,751 3% 265,332,090 66.23
Totals ’08 3,521,130 194,737 2,790 1,488 8,980 3,729,125 -277,262 -7% 281,005,963 75.35
Difference ’07-’08 -320,287 44,336 -440 -80 952 -277,262   15,673,873 
Percentage Change,’07-’08 -8% 29% -14% -5% 12% -7%   6% 


