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WASHINGTON, D.C.—American 
bike makers have the potential to snag 
record sale prices for their exported 
products this year, if figures for the first 
quarter are an indicator.

Adult-sized, made-in-U.S.A. bicycle 
exports cracked the $1,000 barrier for 
the first time, hitting an average $1,067 
during the first quarter. It was the high-
est average FOB (freight on board) 
ever for the category, and well ahead 
of 2007’s full-year average of $848. The 

category’s total declared value for the 
first quarter was $14.1 million, nearly 
$1 million above the total for the same 
period last year.

Bikes with wheels smaller than 25 
inches in diameter are also faring well, 
in terms of dollars, with an average sale 
price of $227 for the first quarter—not 
quite a record. They brought in a total of 
slightly more than $1 million, virtually 
unchanged from first quarter ’07.

Frame and fork exports continue to 

hold the spotlight, generating a $16.9 
million total—a record for the period—
and $91 per kilogram average, another 
record. It nips the full-year ’07 average 
by $2.  

Even if full-year 2008’s cumulative ex-
ports pull the averages down, as is like-
ly, the opening quarter’s dollar figures 
nonetheless bode well for U.S. brands.

U.S. Commerce Department figures 
also show the other side of the coin, 
however. Complete-bike exports were 

down through the first quarter by 2,100 
units (1,600 adult-sized, 500 smaller 
bikes), a trend that has become increas-
ingly apparent over the past several 
years as U.S. manufacturers abandon 
or sharply reduce domestic production. 
The export figures, of course, do not tell 
the whole story. U.S.-branded bikes are 
highly competitive on the world mar-
ket, but Chinese and Taiwanese manu-
facturers build them and ship directly 
to foreign markets.
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U.S. Bicycle Exports on Track to Garner Record Prices
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U.S. Exports: Three-Year Comparison Through March
Grand Totals

 3,924 38 1,428 6,391 1,747 31 38 128 3,828 1,379 7,151 19,376 2,192

 3,916 0 788 4,860 1,018 20 0 45 2,234 1,508 4,825 14,809 -4,567

 3,700 9 777 3,891 319 42 5 1 1,208 2,461 4,036 13,240 -1,569

 1,730 0 2,515 1,297 40 0 127 115 1 2,655 2,938 9,000 -3,253

 1,467 0 1,761 804 190 0 29 34 13 285 551 5,135 -3,865

 1,866 383 1,037 672 46 0 0 127 12 362 547 4,596 -539

 5,654 38 3,943 7,688 1,787 31 165 243 3,829 4,034 10,089 28,376 -1,061

 5,383 0 2,549 5,664 1,208 20 29 79 2,247 1,793 5,376 19,944 -8,432

 5,566 392 1,814 4,563 365 42 5 128 1,220 2,823 4,583 17,836 -2,108

 3% 392% -29% -19% -70% 110% -83% 62% -46% 57% -15% -11% 

 68,084 0 2,374 114,737 20,674 100 1,864 18,028 51,060 30,687 122,413 319,257 113,354

 18,385 150 1,313 57,149 9,944 0 4,604 14,841 29,783 16,075 75,247 157,448 -161,809

  18,452   59   1,413  37997  6,396  0  4,315   28,314   46,395   27,135  112,555  185,705  28,257

 0% -61% 8% -34% -36% 0% -6% 91% 56% 69% 50% 18% 


