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WASHINGTON, D.C.—While ex-
ports of U.S.-made bicycles hold to a 
trend of ever-fewer units at ever-increas-
ing values, U.S. Commerce Department 
data reveals that American brands’ ex-
ports of foreign-made product to third 
countries jumped by both measures.

The number of foreign-built, adult-
sized bikes exported from the States 
climbed from 22,461 units through 
April of 2007 to 26,238 through the 
same period this year. Total freight on 

board (FOB) value jumped from $6.97 
million to $9.72 million, and average 
per-bike prices flew from $310 to $372.

Frame and fork shipments in the im-
ported-for-export group increased from 
14,972 kilograms totaling $1.07 million 
and averaging a per-kilo price of $71 
in the first third of 2007 to 21,231 kilos 
with a total value of $1.63 million and 
average price of $77 this year.

Exports of foreign-made bikes with 
wheel sizes smaller than 25 inches in 

diameter grew from 2,852 units to 
3,409 during the comparable periods, 
and total values went from $595,000 
to $668,000. Average prices, however, 
slipped from $209 to $196.

Canada remains the primary recipi-
ent. It took about 80 percent of the for-
eign-made, small-wheeled bikes, 90 
percent of the adult models, and 47 per-
cent of the frame-fork combos.

Although the not-made-in-USA 
stock provides American brands with a 

substantive boost, high-end items made 
here for export nonetheless overshadow 
them.

Exports of domestically built frame-
fork combos went up by 8 percent; 
their total value through April was 
up by 30 percent to $22.2 million and 
per-kilo average was $92.58. Adult bike 
exports were down by 1,300 units, but 
total value was up by $1.43 million to 
$18.82 million. Average selling price 
hit $1,021. 

Trade Watch

Foreign-Made Bike Exports Boost Brands’ Bottom Line
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*U.S.-built exports, four months only, through April     † weight in kilograms.       
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U.S. Exports: Three-Year Comparison Through April
Grand Totals

 6,748 38 1,612 8,412 2,021 31 38 128 4,204 2,191 8,613 25,901 -6,861

 6,312 0 1,106 5,844 1,059 34 1 104 2,975 1,753 5,926 19,734 -6,167

 6,099 24 992 5,147 419 68 16 19 1,408 2,925 4,855 18,429 -1,305

 3,440 0 2,585 1,325 102 0 127 115 1 2,704 3,049 10,986 -3,904

 2,608 0 1,981 980 433 0 50 110 13 777 1,383 7,504 -3,482

 3,664 383 1,145 1,004 52 0 24 148 50 434 708 7,045 -459

 10,188 38 4,197 9,737 2,123 31 165 243 4,205 4,895 11,662 36,887 -10,765

 8,920 0 3,087 6,824 1,492 34 51 214 2,988 2,530 7,309 27,238 -9,649

 9,763 407 2,137 6,151 471 68 40 167 1,458 3,359 5,563 25,474 -1,764

 9% 407% -31% -10% -68% 100% -22% -22% -51% 33% -24% -6% 

 93,279 3,084 2,549 139,630 28,208 100 2,438 21,568 63,999 40,053 156,366 411,027 206,562

 25,046 150 2,312 75,512 12,320 0 6,941 22,248 50,424 21,817 113,750 222,866 -188,161

 26,367 59 2,518 48,611 9,189 63 6,316 34,980 61,945 32,003 144,496 239,727 16,861

 5% -61% 9% -36% -25% 630% -9% 57% 23% 47% 27% 8%


