Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through August 2009 Year-to-Date
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Imports Hit New Lows; Suppliers May See Worst Year in Decade
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WASHINGTON, D.C.—The number
of bicycles imported into the United
States dropped by 1.822 million units
through August, according to the De-
partment of Commerce. These figures
show importers are on track for one of
their worst years in a decade.

Particularly hard hit are mass-market
suppliers that focus on juvenile bikes.

The childrens bicycle market has

been particularly hurt by the current
recession; imports of 24-inch bikes
were down 28 percent, imports of 20-
inch bikes were down 25 percent and
sidewalk bikes were down 9 percent.
Things are not much better in the 26-
inch mountain and comfort categories,
which were down 475,550 units or 13
percent compared with last year.
Showing resilience as it did ear-

lier this year is the road bike segment,
which posted a gain through August.
Road bike imports were up 13 percent.

Consumer interest in the road bike
category seems to be growing despite
the climb in average unit value from
$269 in 2008 to $283 this year.

Taiwan is losing orders for juvenile
bikes, but suppliers have upped orders
for 700c road and utility bikes by 32

percent.

Taiwan’s overall sales to U.S. import-
ers are up since the average unit value
for an adult bike is $100 more than the
average juvenile bike.

Canada’s exports to the United States
dropped considerably. U.S. importers
brought in only 2,894 bikes through
August compared with 5,730 for the
same period last year. BRAIN



