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WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. import-
ers opened the year with increased Janu-
ary shipments of youths’ and kids’ bikes, 
a moderate increase in the 26-inch-
wheel category and a nominal decrease 
in the road-hybrid group.

Although a single month’s figures 
may not signal a trend, imports of 24-
inch-wheel models, up substantially 
over those of January 2007, would be a 

welcomed signal if sustained. Though 
not up to January ’04 (94,000), ’05 
(123,000), and ’06 (87,000), this is the 
first time they’ve showed a month-to-
month gain in over a year.

Tots’ bicycles imports, up 10 percent, 
might be catching up from delays attrib-
uted to China’s recently instituted tests 
for toxic materials on children’s toys, in-
cluding sidewalk bikes. 

Still, last year’s import figures indi-
cated at least some shift away from kids’ 
bikes to the 20-inch group, not subject 
to the same stringent testing and delays, 
and that appears to be carrying over 
into January. The 338,000 imports in the 
opening month of 2008 are among the 
most in five years.

Those three youth and children cat-
egories accounted for the bulk of the 

overall 100,000-plus units increase in 
January imports. Mountain and comfort 
imports increased by 16,000 units com-
pared to January 2007. January’s average 
sale price, at $104, was an improvement 
over 2007’s end-of-year $93.

Road-hybrid’s average sale price, at 
$327, was also a big rebound from full-
year 2007’s $258 and the highest January 
average for the past five years.

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through January 2008 Year-to-Date

Children’s Bikes Boost 2008 Opening-Month Imports

Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada Italy Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value
Kids’ 2006 277,758 841 0 0 1,033 279,632 18,733 7% 6,008,955 21.49
2007 223,754 2,270 0 0 0 226,024 -53,608 -19% 6,074,096 26.87
2008 246,946 1,746 0 1 988 249,681 23,657 10% 6,690,182 26.79
          
20”, 2006 272,537 15,269 0 0 0 287,806 -97,247 -25% 10,733,316 37.29
2007 277,678 7,058 0 0 444 285,180 -2,626 -1% 11,400,573 39.98
2008 331,905 6,117 0 0 0 338,022 52,842 19% 13,597,399 40.23
          
24”, 2006 81,550 5,193 171 0 0 86,914 -35,753 -29% 5,414,894 62.30
2007 53,828 957 614 0 0 55,399 -31,515 -36% 4,333,777 78.23
2008 73,264 2,547 673 0 2 76,486 21,087 38% 4,779,762 62.49
          
Mtn., Comfort, 2006 311,881 21,768 875 10 641 335,175 -30,281 -8% 33,746,170 100.68
2007 344,680 23,596 82 0 554 368,912 33,737 10% 37,335,718 101.20
2008 350,035 33,128 254 0 1,366 384,783 15,871 4% 40,366,494 104.91
          
27”, 700C, 2006 44,138 25,425 992 0 514 71,069 19,991 39% 22,969,524 323.20
2007 62,561 21,067 39 314 297 84,278 13,209 19% 20,917,991 248.20
2008 56,113 25,904 16 270 924 83,227 -1,051 -1% 27,246,496 327.38
          
Other, 2006 2,314 890 0 101 384 3,689 -29,434 -89% 272,298 73.81
2007 12,376 519 2 0 556 13,453 9,764 265% 516,216 38.37
2008 1,159 716 4 252 1 2,132 -11,321 -84% 142,109 66.66
          
Totals ’06 990,178 69,386 2,038 111 2,572 1,064,285 -153,991 -13% 79,145,157 74.36
Totals ’07 974,877 55,467 737 314 1,851 1,033,246 -31,039 -3% 80,578,371 77.99
Totals ’08 1,059,422 70,158 947 523 3,281 1,134,331 101,085 10% 92,822,442 81.83
Difference ’07/’08 84,545 14,691 210 209 1,430 101,085   12,244,071 
Percentage Change, ’07/’08 9% 26% 28% 67% 77% 10%   15% 


