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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Chinese-
made bicycles drive U.S. import trends, 
which have been consistently downward 
since March, but it’s interesting to occa-
sionally check in on a smaller but still 
important contributor such as Italy.

Imports of Italian bicycles margin-
ally increased through May when com-
pared with the first five months of 2007, 
but the average landed value plopped. 

Meanwhile imports of high-end Italian 
frames, and their value, both increased.

U.S. importers brought in 2,200 Ital-
ian-built bikes through May 2008, ac-
cording to U.S. Commerce Department 
data. The total includes a nominal num-
ber of bikes with 24-inch front and full-
sized rear wheels, and a few hybrids, but 
the majority of Italian bikes are drop-
bar road models. The average landed, 

however, was a surprisingly low $564.
This compares with a much more sub-

stantive and expected average of $1,159 
for the nearly 2,100 complete bikes im-
ported from Italy through May 2007.

Italian builders fared better in the cat-
egory of frames valued at $600 or more, 
however. Last year through May, U.S. 
importers had brought in 1,850 Italian-
branded frames, with an average value 

of $1,553. They’ve reported 2,150 this 
year, with an average value of $1,925.

At least part of the respective rise and 
fall of frame and imports could be that 
because import tariffs on frames are 
lower than on complete bikes, it makes 
economic sense to assemble the high-
end models here even if the labor costs 
are higher, and at the same time tailor 
the bikes to consumer demand.

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through May 2008 Year-to-Date

Italian Bike Values Fall, but Frame Imports, Values Up

Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada Italy Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value

Kids’, 2006 1,999,376 9,644 0 105 5,922 2,015,047 -150,204 -7% 48,195,389 23.92
2007 2,078,921 8,399 0 0 773 2,088,093 73,046 4% 53,720,783 25.73
2008 1,783,192 8,336 2 2 2,325 1,793,857 -294,236 -14% 48,872,245 27.24
          
20”, 2006 1,805,242 55,537 0 0 9,183 1,869,962 -367,688 -16% 73,281,815 39.19
2007 2,057,747 24,884 0 1 444 2,083,076 213,114 11% 70,211,836 33.71
2008 1,993,469 30,085 0 4 5,193 2,028,751 -54,325 -3% 80,286,394 39.57
          
24”, 2006 710,160 26,414 881 0 5,549 743,004 -92,692 -11% 41,114,645 55.34
2007 564,707 20,811 1,698 0 435 587,651 -155,353 -21% 36,265,085 61.71
2008 461,268 35,976 1,673 35 3,915 502,867 -84,784 -14% 30,035,858 59.73
          
Mtn, Comfort, 2006 2,005,563 104,830 2,112 20 3,575 2,116,100 -205,444 -9% 177,696,086 83.97
2007 2,115,546 107,240 2,855 0 7,965 2,233,606 117,506 6% 194,316,291 87.00
2008 1,867,128 140,064 1,942 1 5,612 2,014,747 -218,859 -10% 210,750,189 104.60

27”, 700 C, 2006 181,674 108,677 1,194 651 2,265 294,461 29,883 11% 90,488,451 307.30
2007 316,865 108,265 448 2,059 4,318 431,955 137,494 47% 109,119,996 252.62
2008 339,205 127,038 228 2,201 5,659 474,331 42,376 10% 130,159,815 274.41

Other, 2006 11,679 8,264 5 484 5,510 25,942 -148,659 -85% 1,474,332 56.83
2007 38,386 5,626 43 541 2,158 46,754 20,812 80% 2,220,380 47.49
2008 7,170 3,963 23 272 5,724 17,152 -29,602 -63% 1,033,011 60.23

Totals ’06 6,713,694 313,366 4,192 1,260 32,004 7,064,516 -932,804 -12% 432,250,718 61.19
Totals ’07 7,172,172 275,225 5,044 2,601 16,093 7,471,135 406,619 6% 465,854,371 62.35
Totals ’08 6,451,432 345,462 3,868 2,515 28,428 6,831,705 -639,430 -9% 501,137,512 73.35
Difference, ’07/’08 -720,740 70,237 -1,176 -86 12,335 -639,430   35,283,141 
Percent Change, ’07/’08 -10% 26% -23% -3% 77% -9%   8% 


