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Trade Watch

WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. bicycle 
exports have gone the way of U.S. bicy-
cle manufacturing. Unit numbers have 
plummeted, but remaining production 
is increasingly high end.

Although exporters would undoubt-
edly love to have the unit numbers of 
old and the sale prices of today, export 
revenues from domestically produced 
bicycles have nonetheless increased 
markedly. In 2000, for instance, bicy-
cle exporters shipped 175,000 bicycles 

during the full 12 months, realizing a 
relatively scant $7.2 million and getting 
an average price of $41 per unit.

Through April 2007, they’d shipped 
just over 27,000 units and in just four 
months raked in nearly $19 million, 
an average of $696 per unit. The nearly 
20,000 adult-sized models shipped 
brought an average of $881, and the 
small-wheeled units hit $209.

Not all the news is rosy, though, as 
the U.S. Commerce Department data 

suggests. Shipments of adult models 
(wheel size 25 inches and larger) have 
fallen from 24,000 units through April 
2003 and 2004, 33,000 in 2005, and 
26,000 in 2006 to not quite 20,000 this 
year. The increased sale price cannot 
fully offset those changes, and revenues 
are down 7 percent from last year, to 
$17.4 million for the category.

Some 40 percent of those losses came 
in shipments to Pacific Rim countries. 
Although Japan was a stable customer, 

importing 3,200 units compared with 
3,600 in ’06, Australian customers had 
taken only 450 bikes through April, 
compared with 3,600 for the same pe-
riod last year. Thailand imported 600 
bikes last year, compared to 70 in ’07. 

The Netherlands, down 1,200 units, 
and Great Britain, down 1,000, ac-
counted for most of the remainder. That 
doesn’t mean those markets dropped 
accordingly; suppliers ship directly 
there from Taiwan and China.

First-Third 2007 Generates More Revenue than Full-Year 2000
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U.S. Exports: Three-Year Comparison Through April
Grand Totals

7,573 0 1,738 7,053 1,874 0 40 119 4,940 8,991 15,964 32,762 8,680

6,748 38 1,612 8,412 2,021 31 38 128 4,204 2,191 8,613 25,901 -6,861

6,312 0 1,106 5,844 1,059 34 1 104 2,975 1,753 5,926 19,734 -6,167

3,049 45 6,039 3,619 262 0 3 519 159 221 1,164 14,890 5,783

3,440 0 2,585 1,325 102 0 127 115 1 2,704 3,049 10,986 -3,904

2,608 0 1,981 980 433 0 50 110 13 777 1,383 7,504 -3,482

10,622 45 7,777 10,672 2,136 0 43 638 5,099 9,212 17,128 47,652 14,463

10,188 38 4,197 9,737 2,123 31 165 243 4,205 4,895 11,662 36,887 -10,765

8,920 0 3,087 6,824 1,492 34 51 214 2,988 2,530 7,309 27,238 -9,649

-12% -100% -26% -30% -30% 10% -69% -12% -29% -48% -37% -26% 

64,788 2,465 7,678 93,424 15,969 3 4,554 18,249 59,687 22,893 121,355 204,465 -252,831

93,279 3,084 2,549 139,630 28,208 100 2,438 21,568 63,999 40,053 156,366 411,027 206,562

25,046 150 2,312 75,512 12,320 0 6,941 22,248 50,424 21,817 113,750 222,866 -188,161

-73% -95% -9% -46% -56% -100% 185% 3% -21% -46% -27% -46%  


