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WASHINGTON, D.C.—After lagging 
behind all the way through June, total 
bicycle imports through August finally 
were on par with the numbers recorded 
through the same month in 2007.

Although unit numbers evened out, 
the total C.I.F. (cost, insurance, freight) 
value went up by 17 percent to $872 
million, and the average unit value for 
all categories combined was up by $10, 

or 16 percent.
Both figures align with predicted cost 

increases forced by rising material, labor 
and shipping costs in Asia. Average unit 
value increases ranged from 4 percent 
for 24-inch-wheeled bikes through 10 
percent for road models and 18 percent 
for mountain/comfort bikes.  

Even though overall unit numbers 
matched last year’s, some categories 

surged while others lagged. The 24-
inch-wheel category not only is off by 
17 percent compared to August 2007, 
it’s down by nearly half from the 1.4 
million units shipped through the same 
period five years ago. 

Mountain and comfort bikes, off 10 
percent at mid-year, neared parity with 
’07 figures but were still down 2 per-
cent. The 27-inch, 700C road bike cat-

egory, up by 8 percent through June, 
nearly doubled that percentage gain two 
months later.

The zero-percent gain in kids’ bikes 
is a surge, since that category was off 
372,000 units—15 percent—at mid year.
The spikes, which would reflect orders 
placed when holiday sales prospects 
were brighter, could bulk up invento-
ries, however.  

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through August 2008 Year-to-Date

Bicycle Imports Surge in July-August; Values Increase

Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada  Italy  Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value

Kids’, 2006 3,544,275 33,134 10 105 7,923 3,585,447 -428,929 -11% 86,769,616 24.20
2007 3,168,818 11,377 0 0 2,960 3,183,155 -402,292 -11% 83,179,998 26.13
2008 3,167,960 12,345 2 2 12,039 3,192,348 9,193 0% 91,475,479 28.65

20”, 2006 3,140,171 77,765 0 2 10,292 3,228,230 -590,264 -15% 123,824,558 38.36
2007 3,416,249 35,742 0 1 2,188 3,454,180 225,950 7% 121,484,672 35.17
2008 3,539,587 72,415 0 4 5,195 3,617,201 163,021 5% 146,203,600 40.42

24”, 2006 1,133,588 41,635 1,275 0  6,447  1,182,945 -145,200 -11% 63,524,481 53.70
2007 902,118 24,618 1,849 0  1,884  930,469 -252,476 -21% 55,885,826 60.06
2008 723,188 39,138 2,139 36  7,652  772,153 -158,316 -17% 48,390,816 62.67

Mtn, Comfort, 2006 3,399,225 170,639 2,985 46 6,268 3,579,163 -207,519 -5% 293,093,568 81.89
2007 3,419,566 182,052 3,555 112 9,709 3,614,994 35,831 1% 317,425,264 87.81
2008 3,321,495 227,370 2,908 5 8,433 3,560,211 -54,783 -2% 370,313,672 104.01

27”, 700 C, 2006 306,977 172,196 1,281 1,507 4,381 486,342 -19,090 -4% 134,280,060 276.10
2007 500,930 170,415 652 5,130 5,337 682,464 196,122 40% 167,177,848 244.96
2008 568,351 207,318 437 2,280 8,719 787,105 104,641 15% 211,722,822 268.99

Other, 2006 25,083 10,972 9 590 12,263 48,917 -147,047 -75% 2,694,844 76.10
2007 50,899 9,634 58 890 8,239 69,720 20,803 43% 3,428,076 49.17
2008 33,639 18,927 244 276 5,565 58,651 -11,069 -16% 4,221,857 71.98

Totals ’06 11,549,319 506,341 5,560 2,250 47,574 12,111,044 -1,538,049 -11% 704,187,127 58.14
Totals ’07 11,458,580 433,838 6,114 6,133 30,317 11,934,982 -176,062 -1% 748,581,684 62.72
Totals ’08 11,354,220 577,513 5,730 2,603 47,603 11,987,669 52,687 0% 872,328,246 72.77

Difference ’07/’08 -104,360 143,675 -384 -3,530 17,286 52,687   123,746,562 
Percent Change, ’07/’08 -1% 33% -6% -58% 57% 0%   17% 


