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WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. bicycle 
imports hit record average prices in ev-
ery category and generated another re-
cord for total value for 2008.

Average C.I.F. (cost, insurance, 
freight) values ranged from nearly $30 
for tots’ sidewalk bikes to $275 for the 
road-hybrid group, while the average for 
all categories combined nipped at $75. 
The total value of all imports combined 

hit a record-breaking $1.37 billion, 22 
percent ahead of last year’s. 

The previous record of $1.135 billion 
came in 2005, when unit imports spiked 
at 19.62 million bikes. After a slow 
start, 2008 imports totaled 18.45 mil-
lion units, up 2 percent from 2007 and 
in keeping with the six-year average of 
18.47 million.

Those record dollar numbers aren’t 

necessarily all good news. Cautious ob-
servers point out that raw material, ship-
ping and labor cost increases drove that 
growth and won’t show up as increased 
profits. Bulging inventories will also 
pressure retail sales prices downward.

The road-hybrid category has dem-
onstrated steady growth, trebling from 
400,000 bicycles in 2003 to crack the 1 
million-unit barrier for the first time in 

2008, ending at 1.2 million units. 
Kids’ bikes, already in a slump, were 

down by 6 percent by years’ end. The 5.1 
million total was the lowest since 2004’s 
4.6 million. 

The 24-inch category has declined ev-
ery year since 2003’s 1.9 million units, 
off from that benchmark by 725,000 bi-
cycles, or 38 percent, and by 7 percent 
from 2007. 

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through December 2008 Year-to-Date

Imports Set Record Values Last Year, but Inventories Are High

Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada Italy Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value

Kids’, 2006 5,449,537 54,172 12 105 9,850 5,513,676 -523,260 -9% 134,677,469 24.43
2007 5,397,368 24,797 0 399 4,049 5,426,613 -87,063 -2% 141,494,076 26.07
2008 5,059,883 23,304 5 2 12,252 5,095,446 -331,167 -6% 153,423,676 30.11

20”, 2006 4,773,304 110,434 0 2 11,872 4,895,612 -733,510 -13% 190,241,201 38.86
2007 5,316,424 84,061 60 17 4,428 5,404,990 509,378 10% 194,461,686 35.98
2008 5,473,967 110,399 0 4 5,871 5,590,241 185,251 3% 238,660,479 42.69

24”, 2006 1,647,533 56,926 3,181 0 6,466 1,714,106 -108,515 -6% 93,264,138 54.41
2007 1,223,534 31,113 2,658 0 2,134 1,259,439 -454,667 -27% 75,636,836 60.06
2008 1,118,197 43,702 2,217 36 11,105 1,175,257 -84,182 -7% 73,604,064 62.63

Mtn, Comfort, 2006 4,813,102 255,091 3,388 63 8,516 5,080,160 -64,934 -1% 426,688,333 83.99
2007 4,612,401 286,189 4,190 115 15,655 4,918,550 -161,610 -3% 459,344,590 93.39
2008 4,951,663 324,722 3,745 73 14,465 5,294,668 376,118 8% 564,650,282 106.65

27”, 700C, 2006 480,582 285,074 1,400 3,264 6,489 776,809 25,170 3% 212,082,733 273.02
2007 682,553 255,919 877 9,957 9,322 958,628 181,819 23% 247,601,229 258.29
2008 878,444 325,720 704 2,673 13,248 1,220,789 262,161 27% 334,602,603 274.09

Other, 2006 53,239 12,858 219 1,932 13,710 81,958 -148,039 -84% 4,317,539 52.68
2007 110,809 19,859 64 903 9,198 140,833 58,875 72% 8,458,788 60.06
2008 42,547 23,790 248 1,701 6,897 75,183 -65,650 -47% 5,442,315 72.39

Totals ’06 17,217,297 774,555 8,200 5,366 56,903 18,062,321 -1,553,088 -8% 1,061,271,413 58.76
Totals ’07 17,343,089 701,938 7,849 11,391 44,786 18,109,053 46,732 0% 1,126,997,205 62.23
Totals ’08 17,524,701 851,637 6,919 4,489 63,838 18,451,584 342,531 2% 1,370,383,419 74.27
Difference ’07-’08 181,612 149,699 -930 -6,902 19,052 342,531   243,386,214 
Percent Change, ’07-’08 1% 21% -12% -61% 43% 2%   22% 


