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WASHINGTON, D.C.—November’s 
bicycle import figures somewhat al-
layed concerns that China’s drive to test 
toys—including little kids’ bicycles—to 
U.S. ASTM standards might slow down 
the supply immediately before the 
Christmas holidays.

Off by more than half a million units 
and 12 percent through September ’07 
compared with the first three quarters 
of the year before, tots’ bike shipments 
were still down through November—

but by half as much, off 221,000 units 
and 4 percent compared with Novem-
ber 2006.

Twenty-inch-wheel bikes fared better, 
up 9 percent through November, com-
pared with 5 percent growth through 
September. One has to wonder if video 
games have snatched the generation that 
rides 24-inchers; those imports have 
been off by about 25 percent all year.

On the adult side, mountain and 
comfort bikes were off by nearly 240,000 

units. Chinese manufacturers took the 
hit and then some; imports from Chi-
na were down by 269,000 units, while 
Taiwanese-made imports were up by 
22,000 bikes.

The ever-fascinating road bike cate-
gory—which under the Commerce De-
partment’s Harmonized Tariff Schedule 
coding sweeps in hybrids—jumped by 
25 percent. China was the big gainer 
in unit numbers: its road-hybrid ship-
ments went up by 191,000 bicycles, 

while Taiwan’s slipped by 26,000 units.
Taiwan continues to hold the high 

ground in value, however. The average 
CIF (cost, insurance, freight) price on 
a Taiwanese road model was $463 and 
total declared value was more than $109 
million. Chinese bikes in the same cate-
gory had total value of $105 million and 
average price of $171.

Still, Chinese bikes dominate the U.S. 
market, accounting for 96 percent of all 
imports through November.

Trade Watch

Tots’ Imports Gain Ground; Road-Hybrid Category Way Up

U.S. Bicycle Imports Through November 2007 Year-to-Date
Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada  Italy  Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value
Kids’, 2005 5,741,327 78,909 1 2 2,787 5,823,026 1,598,853 38% 147,352,257 25.31
2006 5,323,834 51,198 12 105 9,850 5,384,999 -438,027 -8% 131,417,952 24.40
2007 5,140,075 19,956 293 399 3,669 5,164,392 -220,607 -4% 134,590,863 26.06

20”, 2005 5,189,111 232,635 0 51 3,760 5,425,557 675,299 14% 200,652,961 36.98
2006 4,660,350 105,136 0 2 11,862 4,777,350 -648,207 -12% 184,274,233 38.57
2007 5,110,742 73,524 60 17 2,190 5,186,533 409,183 9% 184,439,449 35.56

24”, 2005 1,690,836 64,827 3,767 2 4,953 1,764,385 5,086 0% 83,705,864 47.44
2006 1,593,406 56,610 2,445 0 6,466 1,658,927 -105,458 -6% 89,298,652 53.83
2007 1,193,648 29,220 2,457 0 2,134 1,227,459 -431,468 -26% 73,294,993 59.71

Mtn, Comfort, 2005 4,466,308 395,504 4,366 202 14,784 4,881,164 30,199 1% 421,078,397 86.27
2006 4,598,954 237,992 3,358 63 7,549 4,847,916 -33,248 -1% 399,924,796 82.49
2007 4,330,254 260,187 3,965 115 14,821 4,609,342 -238,574 -5% 422,485,316 91.66

27”, 700C, 2005 417,650 264,798 1,726 2,639 1,984 688,797 236,164 52% 201,959,108 293.21
2006 425,714 261,594 1,372 2,559 5,889 697,128 8,331 1%  187,838,489  269.45
2007  616,966   235,375   807   9,788   8,812   871,748   174,620  25% 224,477,042 257.50

Other, 2005 195,660 11,887 361 706 12,032 220,646 -808,718 -79% 14,312,616 64.87
2006 43,781 12,512 106 1,268 13,704 71,371 -149,275 -68% 3,891,321 54.52
2007 108,568 18,934 63 894 8,834 137,293 65,922 92% 8,139,660 59.29

Totals ’05 17,700,892 1,048,560 10,221 3,602 40,300 18,803,575 1,736,883 10% 1,069,061,203 56.85
Totals ’06 16,646,039 725,042 7,293 3,997 55,320 17,437,691 -1,365,884 -7% 996,645,443 57.15
Totals ’07 16,500,253 637,196 7,645 11,213 40,460 17,196,767 -240,924 -1% 1,047,427,323 60.91

Difference ’06-’07 -145,786 -87,846 352 7,216 -14,860 -240,924   50,781,880 
Percentage Change ’06-’07 -1% -12% 5% 181% -27% -1%   5%  


