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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Importers 
brought in bikes with an average value 
17 percent higher than last year for 
the first five months of 2009. The price 
jump may have been responsible for im-
porters lowering their market estimates 
this year. Through May they imported 
17 percent fewer bikes than in the same 
period last year, according to the Com-
merce Department. 

Imports dropped by 1.2 million units. 
Suppliers seemed to be most pessimis-
tic about the 20- and 24-inch kids’ mar-
ket—they brought in a third fewer bikes 
in those categories this year.

The only category that showed growth 
was 700c, which was up 17 percent to 
554,765 units. Importers remained bull-
ish in this category even though unit 
value was up 8 percent to $295. 

Mountain bike imports were down 
a modest 5 percent and their average 
value rose from $104.60 to $105.54.

Frames imported from the UK and 
China had the highest unit value so 
far—$1,785 and $1,766, respectively. 
France and Italy delivered more mod-
estly priced frames with average value 
of $1,553 and $1,256, respectively.

On a percentage basis, Canada has 

been the hardest hit by the changing 
U.S. market. It lost sales of 2,177 units 
so far, a 56 percent drop over last year. 
Most of the drop has been in the 24-
inch and mountain bike categories.

But, based on volume, China has 
been the hardest hit; sales were down 
1.2 million units through May. Most of 
China’s decline was in the 20- and 24-
inch categories.

Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through May 2009 Year-to-Date

Bike Imports Climb in Value But Fewer Enter the U.S. Market 

Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada Italy Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value

Kids’, 2007 2,078,921 8,399 0 0 773 2,088,093 73,046 4% 53,720,783 25.73

2008 1,783,192 8,336 2 2 2,325 1,793,857 -294,236 -14% 48,872,245 27.24

2009 1,545,765 3,791 34 0 179 1,549,769 -244,088 -14% 44,409,368 28.66

20”, 2007 2,057,747 24,884 0 1 444 2,083,076 213,114 11% 70,211,836 33.71

2008 1,993,469 30,085 0 4 5,193 2,028,751 -54,325 -3% 80,286,394 39.57

2009 1,279,221 23,384 8 0 552 1,303,165 -725,586 -36% 52,482,566 40.27

24”, 2007 564,707 20,811 1,698 0 435 587,651 -155,353 -21% 36,265,085 61.71

2008 461,268 35,976 1,673 35 3,915 502,867 -84,784 -14% 30,035,858 59.73

2009 287,209 28,597 35 62 174 316,077 -186,790 -37% 20,306,194 64.24

Mtn, Comfort, 2007 2,115,546 107,240 2,855 0 7,965 2,233,606 117,506 6% 194,316,291 87.00

2008 1,867,128 140,064 1,942 1 5,612 2,014,747 -218,859 -10% 210,750,189 104.60

2009 1,786,869 126,013 1,161 0 7,120 1,921,163 -93,584 -5% 202,754,825 105.54

27”, 700 C, 2007 316,865 108,265 448 2,059 4,318 431,955 137,494 47% 109,119,996 252.62

2008 339,205 127,038 228 2,201 5,659 474,331 42,376 10% 130,159,815 274.41

2009 375,111 172,969 439 257 5,989 554,765 80,434 17% 164,126,483 295.85

Other, 2007 38,386 5,626 43 541 2,158 46,754 20,812 80% 2,220,380 47.49

2008 7,170 3,963 23 272 5,724 17,152 -29,602 -63% 1,033,011 60.23

2009 3,353 1,627 14 2,030 2,099 9,123 -8,029 -47% 553,259 60.64

Totals ’07 7,172,172 275,225 5,044 2,601 16,093 7,471,135 406,619 6% 465,854,371 62.35
Totals ’08 6,451,432 345,462 3,868 2,515 28,428 6,831,705 -639,430 -9% 501,137,512 73.35
Totals ’09 5,277,528 356,381 1,691 2,349 16,113 5,654,062 -1,177,643 -17% 484,632,695 85.71
Difference, ’08/’09 -1,173,904 70,237 -1,176 -86 12,335 -1,177,643   35,283,141 17%
% Change ’08/’09 -18% 20% -30% -3% 43% -17%   8% 


