Trade Watch
U.S. Bicycle Imports Through June 2008 Year-to-Date
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Import Data Doesn’t Bear Out Gas-Fueled Sales Spike

WASHINGTON, D.C.—June’s data
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gasoline-pumped sales. It's jumped and 2007 totals were closer to 18.1 mil-  tots’ bikes, an important component to

won't make any mid-summer nights
dream of a resurgence in bicycle im-
ports come true.

Nor do the numbers support a spike
in bike sales, anecdotal reports of gaso-
line prices fueling runs on commuter-
friendly models notwithstanding.

The road and hybrid category comes
closest to supporting conjectures of

from fewer than 400,000 units in '03
to 957,000 in ’07 and could potentially
crack the 1 million-unit barrier this
year.

That won't offset the reality, however,
that U.S. bike imports—which account
for more than 99 percent of U.S. sales—
averaged fewer than 18.5 million units
annually during 2003-2007. The 2006

lion, and first-half data put 2008 imports
on track to slide under the 18 million
mark unless the pace picks up soon.
Although independent retailers are
reporting shortages of marketable 2008
models, the mass marketers are prob-
ably feeling this year-to-date drop of
643,000 units more keenly. The biggest
single decline is a 372,000-unit drop in

the mega marts.

The other six-figure drop, however,
is in the commuter-friendly category
of mountain and comfort bikes. Inde-
pendents may take some comfort that
imports from Taiwan are up by nearly
30,000 units in that category, and most
of those are probably on single-track to
independents’ showrooms. BRAIN



