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Trade Watch

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Bicycle im-
ports are showing a moderate recovery 
after taking something of a beating 
last year. They’re up 5 percent through 
first-half 2007, compared with first-
half 2006, which was off by 13 percent 
compared with the first six months 
of 2005, according to the latest U.S. 
Commerce Department figures. 

Within the totals, several catego-
ries fluctuated markedly over the past 
three years, but one—skinny-tired 

bikes, which include classic road and 
hybrids—has gone up and stayed up. 
The first-half jump in 2005 more than 
doubled 2004’s imports, setting a high 
bar that succeeding import numbers 
have cleared. Keeping in mind that 
2005 was an anomaly—late 2004 de-
liveries spilled into ’05, and bike com-
panies simply over-ordered, so all cat-
egories were up—100-plus percent is 
still a big increase. 

As last year’s market adjusted to 

2005’s carry-over inventory, all other 
categories were down in mid-year 2006 
and were still off at the end of the year. 
Road imports, however, clung to small 
gains and took another big leap of 45 
percent through June of this year.

One difference, however, is that 
2006’s mid-year average sale price is 
down by nearly $50, a 16 percent drop 
to $245. A big reason for that is the 
160,000-unit, 70 percent increase in 
road category imports from China. 

Ironically, the average CIF (cost, in-
surance, freight) price of a Chinese 
road bike this year is about $170, $9 
more than in ’06. But the sheer volume 
of them is largely responsible for pull-
ing down the overall average price.

China’s not flying solo, however. Al-
though Taiwan’s road bike unit count 
is virtually unchanged from last year, 
the average price slipped from $497 in 
mid 2006 to $439 so far in 2007, a $58, 
13 percent drop.

Import Numbers Bounce Back; All Categories Increase

U.S. Bicycle Imports Through June 2007 Year-to-Date
Commerce Numbers China Taiwan Canada Italy Other  Total Change Percentage Value C.I.F. Unit Value

Kids’, 2005 2,758,370 45,874 1 2 1,391 2,805,638 760,933 37% 68,975,935 24.58
2006 2,423,213 20,339 10 105 5,971 2,449,638 -356,000 -13% 59,124,917 24.14
2007 2,541,313 10,046 0 0 777 2,552,136 102,498 4% 65,126,786 25.52

20”, 2005 2,598,316 139,552 0 0 666 2,738,534 643,977 31% 103,370,339 37.75
2006 2,172,285 63,341 0 0 9,525 2,245,151 -493,383 -18% 88,077,379 39.23
2007 2,457,114 29,962 0 1 2,188 2,489,265 244,114 11% 85,664,545 34.41

24”, 2005 965,557 49,409 1,343 1 230 1,016,540 146,575 17% 48,581,505 47.79
2006 836,031 33,826 999 0 5,591 876,447 -140,093 -14% 48,152,897 54.94
2007 680,942 23,201 1,762 0 840 706,745 -169,702 -19% 43,465,671 61.50

Mtn, Comfort, 2005 2,582,076 267,773 3,401 43 10,050 2,863,343 165,195 6% 248,363,312 86.74
2006 2,541,856 128,458 2,566 20 4,094 2,676,994 -186,349 -7% 220,537,686 82.38
2007 2,623,107 139,228 3,281 111 8,025 2,773,752 96,758 4% 240,227,603 86.61

27”, 700C, 2005 199,529 144,451 1,408 1,686 1,171 348,245 176,447 103% 102,540,268 294.45
2006 225,283 132,502 1,277 777 2,770 362,609 14,364 4% 105,809,808 291.80
2007 384,656 133,281 492 2,339 4,488 525,256 162,647 45% 128,662,030 244.95

Other, 2005 171,040 7,135 22 307 2,446 180,950 38,642 27% 12,701,376 70.19
2006 19,659 9,579 6 485 11,387 41,116 -139,834 -77% 2,088,376 50.79
2007 43,238 5,941 46 546 2,342 52,113 10,997 27% 2,602,030 49.93

Totals ’05 9,274,888 654,194 6,175 2,039 15,954 9,953,250 1,931,669 24% 584,532,735 58.73
Totals ’06 8,218,327 388,045 4,858 1,387 39,338 8,651,955 -1,301,295 -13% 523,791,063 60.54
Totals ’07 8,730,370 341,659 5,581 2,997 18,660 9,099,267 447,312 5% 565,748,665 62.18

Difference, ’06-’07 512,043 -46,386 723 1,610 -20,678 447,312   41,957,602 
Percentage Change, ’06-’07 6% -12% 15% 116% -53% 5%   8%  


