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BY PATRICK O’GRADY
Happy New Year! And I mean it, even though it’s Pearl Harbor Day 2006 as I 

write this. Some years you just can’t get shut off  fast enough, and I’m not above 
taking a three-week head start.

Why not? Everyone else in cycling was cutting corners in ’06, if you believe 
what you read. Trying to keep track of who has tested positive for what can be a 
full-time job, most seasons, but throw in a bunch of penalty-box time for guys 
who were merely implicated and a guy starts to feel like he’s watching a sissifi ed 
version of hockey.

Th ere were days where I defi nitely felt sympathy for anyone driven mad 
enough to start fl ailing about him with a stick. One of them was July 27, when 
Phonak confi rmed that Floyd Landis had tested positive for a skewed testoster-
one-epitestosterone ratio during the Tour de France.

More than four months later, we still have no defi nitive ruling as to his guilt 
or innocence. Landis’ hearing before the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency is unlikely 
to occur before early February, just before the start of another race he won in 
2006—the Amgen Tour of California—and if that goes against him, he can ap-
peal to the International Court for Arbitration of Sport.

So who knows? We might not learn who “won” the 2006 Tour until the fi rst 
guy rolls down the starting ramp during the ’07 prologue in London.

Hello, Sailor—Meet Me in Portland? Elsewhere, Eurobike showed us a little 
ankle last fall, whispering vague promises about a September assignation in 
Portland, then scampered away, giggling, to Monterey.

Sure, it was probably a bad idea. So what? I have them all the time, and some 
of them even make money. Now we must all go slouching back to Vegas, where 
there’s more carbon in the air than on the show fl oor and the only green you’ll 
see all week will be fl uttering out of your wallet like so many migratory presi-
dential butterfl ies.

Aft er serving a nine-year sentence in Sin City, I was looking forward to Stump-
town the way an old con does his parole hearing. And now here I am, back in my 
cell at the Sands, while Eurobike gets all cuddly with Sea Otter on the beach.

I’m tellin’ you, Bugsy, I can’t do another year in this place. Somebody send me 
a cake with a fi le in it.

Cleaning House (and Senate). And last, but not least, the United States has a 
brand-new House and Senate for 2007. We’re stuck with the same old White 
House, though, all bunkered up with the phone off  the hook and its fi ngers in its 
ears, counting down the days until January 2009, when mopping up the bloody 
mess in Iraq will be someone else’s problem.

To be sure, we threw a few of the rascals out last November, but we also put 
a few new ones in. And while there is good news—like Minnesota Democrat 
Jim Oberstar chairing the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
in the 110th Congress—with the 2008 presidential election already well under 
way, we should expect the talk-versus-walk ratio to be heavily skewed toward 
the sonic side of the equation.

Anyone who doubts this need only look to the closing days of the 109th Con-
gress, where the Republican leadership hung up its teensy jock with nine of 11 
appropriations bills for the fi scal year unfi nished, hoping to derail the Demo-
cratic train as it leaves the station this month. And here you thought the adults 
had been in charge for the past fi ve years.

If you really, truly, want to solve a problem, you have to do more than talk; you 
have to try. But if you try, you risk failure. And nobody with a hand in this game 
wants to risk a draw to an inside straight, not when standing pat may win that 
fat pot, the one in which all the chips bear the presidential seal.

Hey, I said it was a new year, not a new world. Still, try to have a happy one, 
anyway.

It May Be a New Year,
But a New World, Now,
That’s Asking Too Much

Each year new consuls and proconsuls are made; but 
not every year is a king or a poet born.—Lucius Annaeus 
Florus, De Qualitate Vitae

Maddog Unleashed Grapevine
Popping the Top On a Coors Clas-
sic. Former racers, offi  cials and fans 
packed Boulder’s University Bicycles 
on Dec. 7 during a release party for an 
eight-hour DVD that chronicles the 
complete history of the Coors Clas-
sic stage race, from 1977 to 1988. Star 
of the show was 1988 winner Davis 
Phinney, who told the 500-some-odd 
attendees that the pioneering stage 
race “changed all our lives.” Phinney, 
who suff ers from Parkinson’s disease, 
then brought the house down by rais-
ing both arms high in his signature victory salute. Among the luminaries in 
attendance were Phinney’s wife, Olympic medalist Connie Carpenter; Classic 
podium fi nishers Andy Hampsten, Ron Kiefel and Jeff  Pierce; and former team 
managers Jim Ochowicz and Len Pettyjohn. If you missed the party, you can 
still buy the DVD. Pop by www.velogear.com.

Bikes Plus Brains. Transition Cycle in Pewaukee, Wisconsin, isn’t just about 
bikes these days. Owner John Huenink is merging his bike business with a per-
sonal training studio by partnering with Pete Mueller, co-owner of Body Me-
chanics. Th e self-described “endurance junkies” have leased 6,000 square feet at 
the former Duncan’s Variety Store in Pewaukee and hope to open Transitions 
Training this month, according to Greater Milwaukee Today. Th e partnership 
will off er personalized, appointment-only training and coaching sessions for 
people looking to improve physical fi tness. But why, you ask? “Th ere’s not a lot 
of competition,” Huenink explains. “We’re really paving our own way.” 

Roark Unveils New Web Site. Everything you ever wanted to know about Roark 
Custom Titanium Bicycles can now be found at the Brownsburg, Indiana, com-
pany’s brand-new Web site. So what’s new? Th e Full Aero and Full Aero Coupler 
frames, which boast a seat-tube cutout that snugs the rear wheel up against the 
tube without the need for pesky horizontal dropouts. Th e Full Aero Coupler uses 
S&S titanium couplers and breaks down to fi t inside a case that can be checked 
as baggage. “Th e advantage of this design is that the bike can easily travel on 
airplanes without incurring additional fees or hassles,” said design engineer Jim 
Zoellner. Adds program manager Kevin Smeltzer: “Th ere isn’t a custom bicycle 
on the road that matches the quality you get with Roark. Whether we’re build-
ing jet-engine parts for the B-1 bomber or your next bicycle, we strive for excel-
lence.” Th e company outsourced the Web work to BitWise Solutions in Carmel, 
Indiana. Check it out at www.roarkcycles.com.

Two-wheeled Delta Force Retires. When Robert MacLeod retired from his job 
as a customer service agent with Delta Air Lines in Atlanta, it marked the end 
to nearly three decades of bicycle commuting that began thanks to a head-on 
automobile collision with a drunken driver. MacLeod, who was not wearing a 
seat belt, subsequently spent a half-year recovering from four surgeries to repair 
injuries that left  him without patellas in both legs. Aft er reading that bicycling 
might help strengthen his damaged legs, he picked up a 1988 Cannondale and 
started riding to most places, including a round trip of 30 miles to work and 
back. “It was a really bad experience, but a lot of good came out of it,” MacLeod 
told the Clayton News Daily in Jonesboro, Georgia. “It got me interested in bi-
cycling, and I’ve been biking ever since.” He’s had a few accidents thanks to 
inattentive drivers, but MacLeod persists, noting: “It’s a good lifestyle—a good 
healthy way to live.”

Bike Commuting Up (and Down). Bicycles account for 13.9 percent of all ve-
hicles on Edinburgh’s Lothian Road during rush hour, surprising even bicycle 
advocacy groups, according to the Edinburgh News. Th e new study, the fi rst of 
its kind, was conducted on a weekday in late November, when the cycling popu-
lation is traditionally at its lowest. But in New Zealand, the 2006 census shows 
that the number of people cycling to work has dwindled to nearly 2 percent of 
commuters, according to Cycling Advocates’ Network chairman Robert Ibell. 
“Kiwis should have the choice of biking to work,” says Ibell. “But right now that 
choice doesn’t exist for many people because they think our roads are too un-
safe.” Maybe they should move to Scotland, eh, laddie?

Davis Phinney
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