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U.S. Bicycle Imports Through March 2007 Year-to-Date
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-98,499
45,729

165,271
181,474
259,504

92,104
16,203
78,030

130,665
13,122
37,662

103,815
-117,543
24,540
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17%
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111,197,821

91.37
89.22
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314.78
303.77
412.90

10%
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8,835,791
851,841
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67.62
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306,474,472

59,140,224

24%

63.44
63.75
76.50

Road Unit Imports Spring into Spring; Jump Up by 43 Percent

WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. im-
porters are betting on a good season
for road bikes, if the number of the
skinny-tired models landed through
the first quarter is any indication.

Road bike imports through March
are not only more than 40 percent
ahead of those from this time last year;
they’re 57 percent ahead of 2005’ first-
quarter orders and 255 percent ahead
of 2004’s.

And, with an average C.LF. (cost, in-
surance, freight) value of $413 that is

well ahead of any comparable period’s
average in the past several years, the
road imports look to be quality mer-
chandise.

Not surprisingly, barely more than 1
percent of the units came from coun-
tries other than China (73.9 percent)
and Taiwan (24.8 percent). Average
value was $172 for a Chinese road bike
and $476 for a Taiwanese bike.

Indonesia ran a very distant third
with 1,370 road-category units at an
average value of $136.

Italy was the source of just over
1,000 road bikes, with an average value
of $1,180, showing something of a re-
covery from first-quarter slumps over
the past couple of years.

The marked difference from first-
quarter 2004—when U.S. importers
brought in 3,500 Italian bikes with an
average value of only $107—reveals
a narrowing of the market for Ital-
ian road machines. The low dollar-
euro ratio squeezes out less expensive
grades of bicycles that Italy’s competi-

tors make at much lower costs in Tai-
wan and China.

Chinese  manufacturers’ lower
costs and carbon fiber expertise have
also booted Italy from its spot as the
United States’ No. 1 source of frame-
fork combinations valued at more than
$600 each. Italy was the source of 910
such frames, average value $1,511, in
the first quarter.

China shipped 1,450, average value
$1,845, and Taiwan shipped 2,120, av-
erage value $748. BRAIN



