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Trade Watch

WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. bicycle 
brands keep pumping a steady, but as 
of late a steadily narrowing, stream of 
what must be very good bicycles to the 
rest of the world.

Taking a look back at U.S. Commerce 
Department data from the beginning of 
this still-young century, we see a bit of 
a seesaw effect, but the overall trend is 
unmistakable.

Rounded to the nearest hundred, 
U.S. exporters shipped 27,900 U.S.-

made adult-sized bikes through the 
first half of 2001. The number flipped 
about from 32,800 in ’02 to 29,300 in 
’03, 29,800 in ’04, 46,400 in ’05, 34,300 
last year and 28,100 through June of 
this year.

(2005 showed a spike in imports into 
the U.S. and was something of an incon-
gruity globally: U.S. importers weren’t 
the only ones who ordered optimisti-
cally. America’s export customers were 
apparently a bit optimistic, as well.)

Small-wheeled (wheel sizes less than 
25 inches) bikes have flittered around 
even more: 50,000 units in 2001, 18,500 
in ’02, then 11,800, 15,900, and 18,000 
in the succeeding years, to 12,300 
through first-half 2007.

However, the flip side of the trend 
has been toward higher—substantially 
higher—prices, and the tale of the cen-
tury is more positive on the dollar side.

Through the first half of 2001, U.S.-
made bicycle exports generated $7.2 

million for their makers, an abysmal 
$2.3 million in 2002, rebounded to 
$13.9 million in ’03, and kept bound-
ing—to $20.4 in ’04, $28.7 in ’05, and 
$27.5 million in ’06.

The total through June of this year 
dropped to $25.65 million, even though 
adult-sized export bikes’ average value 
is sitting at $814, and small-wheeled 
bikes at $225. Even those increasingly 
strong values can’t fully offset a 23 per-
cent loss in unit sales. 
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U.S. Exports: Three-Year Comparison Through June
Grand Totals

12,401 0 2,865 10,027 2,366 0 48 167 7,165 10,638 20,384 46,375 16,536

11,277 38 1,968 11,150 2,059 122 38 200 4,324 2,479 9,222 34,274 -12,101

11,042 0 1,559 7,151 1,243 61 2 177 3,555 2,535 7,573 28,112 -6,162

4,713 47 7,308 4,010 274 2 4 649 164 629 1,722 19,384 3,468

5,652 0 6,016 2,112 238 0 177 162 1 2,712 3,290 18,009 -1,375

4,493 40 3,009 1,689 542 0 59 138 28 1,287 2,054 12,343 -5,666

17,114 47 10,173 14,037 2,640 2 52 816 7,329 11,267 22,106 65,759 20,004

16,929 38 7,984 13,262 2,297 122 215 362 4,325 5,191 12,512 52,283 -13,476

15,535 40 4,568 8,840 1,785 61 61 315 3,583 3,822 9,627 40,455 -11,828

-8% 5% -43% -33% -22% -50% -72% -13% -17% -26% -23% -23% 

96,322 11,058 25,130 180,409 40,879 634 6,019 27,232 87,045 34,949 196,758 517,636 -83,581

109,847 3,291 3,522 162,951 37,880 100 4,046 27,330 87,678 50,209 207,243 505,888 -11,748

40,990 150 3,050 171,841 17,250 8 8,651 32,545 79,715 33,057 171,226 396,626 -109,262

-63% -95% -13% 5% -54% -92% 114% 19% -9% -34% -17% -22% 


